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Authentic Pr ayer
The adult Sunday School class is studying

prayer. As the pastor, I’m hoping we all begin to
pray a bit more – with intention, seeking God’s
will  and with abundant results! As we study
prayer, I find myself – not only praying more – but
thinking about prayer as well and these thoughts
have been crossing my mind. I hope God speaks to
you through them.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with
your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

For some odd reason, it comforted me to realize that God did not
condemn me for plying Him with questions. He wanted me to express
the true contents of my heart, to dump out all the jumbled, jagged
shards of my soul before Him. 

Sometimes we're afraid to talk to God this way — like Job crying
out in the night on the ash heap behind his house. Like the psalmist
treading water in the dark. Like a furious teenager welded into bed
with a broken neck and bolts in her head. We repress those murky,
edgy emotions about our suffering. We choose to be polite, speaking
sanitized words, or not speaking at all. We bottle up our troubling
questions and unspeakable feelings toward God, hiding behind an
orthodox, evangelical glaze as we "give it all over to the Lord."
Except that we don't. It's a lie and a ruse. And He knows that too. 

Why would God rather have our anger, our venom, our rage, our
cry of desolation rather than our measured, controlled, even-
tempered, theologically correct prayer? It's all about the heart. Over
and over again in Scripture you can hear God saying, "Give Me your
heart or nothing at all." God doesn't have time to play games. He
wants reality.  God wants a relationship with you. A real one. And
that means honesty. Be honest with God – God’s big enough to take
it!

‚
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You've got to continue to grow, or you're just like last night's
cornbread – stale and dry. --Loretta Lynn

‚

Evangelism Goal
Everyone at FUMC is challenged to pray for at least one

unchurched person for at least one minute every day at 1:00 pm. If
you cannot possibly pray for one minute at 1:00 pm, you may want
to choose another time. The important thing is to pray! After you’ve
prayed for a person for a few weeks, consider inviting them to
worship with you.

‚

FUMC Shut-ins
Charles Harris –  Hickory Creek Continuing

Care, 51 East Fourth Street, The Plains, 45780
Eileen Burchfield, Charlotte Smathers – Logan

Health Care, 300 Arlington Drive, Logan, 43138
Alberta Hellyer - Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave, Apt 226,

Lancaster, Ohio 43130
Lucille Steenrod, Ray (Doc) Howe, Crestviw Manor, 925 Becks

Knob Road, Lancaster, 43130
Nellie Haynes – Brown Memorial, 158 E Mound St, Circleville,

Ohio 43113
Dorothy Colwell, 1658 Connett, Nelsonville 45764
Mary Smith, 371 W Franklin, Nelsonville, 45764
Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St Charles St, Nelsonville 45764
Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St, Nelsonville 45764
Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W Washington St, Nelsonville
Ronnie Townsend, 187 Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764
Geneva Johnson, we need an address - if you have one, please let

us know!

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio Legislature passed
a bill a few years ago, prohibiting hospitals from
providing lists of patients to anyone (including
pastors). They no longer call a pastor when you are
admitted to the hospital. If you’re admitted to the

hospital, please have a family member call the pastor (in most cases,
a chaplain will call for you too). There is no other way for the pastor
to know you are in the hospital, unless you call. It is helpful as well
to let the pastor know when you’re released - a trip to a hospital
following your release takes time away from helping someone else.
If you go to a rehab center, the pastor will not know unless you call
Rev Walters and let her know.

If you’d like the pastor to make a call (to your home), please mark
the attendance pad or call the office to schedule.

‚

Thousands of candles can be lit from a single candle, and the life of
the candle will  not be shortened. Happiness never decreases by being
shared.

‚

Services for Shut-ins 
Tapes of our morning worship services are available
each week. They can be picked up on the vestibule
table or delivered to shut-ins by Bill & Joan Cox. Call
the office at 753-1939 to make arrangements or for more information.

‚

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in helping a soldier be a bit less lonely? Check out

www.mysoldier.com and make a difference in someone’s life.
Tom & Marge Riley’s grandson’s address is: GySgt Riley, MJ 1st

PLT, TASK FORCE MP's, 1st BN, 12th MAR, D Company, Unit  
44121, FPO, AP 96607-4121
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Bring a Fr iend
Been to worship lately? The weather has gotten some of us out of

the habit. Here’s a quick catch-up on
what’s going on at First...

At 9am we have a traditional service.
That means it looks a lot like what
“church” has always looked like. We
sing traditional hymns, the choir sings a
number, there’s a children’s church, candles are lit – church much
like it’s been done since the 1950s. This service appeals to those who
are listeners.

At 10am we have Sunday School. The Queen Esther Class always
welcomes new members (a class for women) as does the men’s class
which meets in the chapel. We have classes for kids - nursery through
high school too. We have a class for adults which is currently doing
a study of prayer. 

At 11am we have a worship service in the fellowship hall. It’s
more informal – we join hands to pray and children are present.
Music has various formats from a soft rock beat and we’ve even done
bluegrass! This service has video and other media presentations for
those who are more visual than aural.

If you’ve been missing through the winter, get back into the
groove – we miss you and God misses you!

‚

New Members
We are proud to welcome new

members at First! On April 26th, Kate
Moran, Wil liam (Bill) Borovicka and
Lauren Borovicka joined our fellowship

at First. Kate is teaching Sunday School and Lauren chairs
BridgeBuilders for Nelsonville. We welcome them to our worshiping
community. Please be sure to get to know them and let them know
who you are!

‚

The person who says it cannot be done should not interrupt the
person who is doing it.

‚

Offi ce Hours
The office hours are Monday-Thursday, 9am-

2pm. The pastor is in the office each day but
attends many community meetings, performs
funerals, visits shut-ins, etc. If you’d like to speak
to her, call the office and if she’s not in, Mrs. Barber will have her
call or make an appointment for a talk.

‚

Sign Up!
Are you willing to provide flowers for the sanctuary? Please

indicate that by signing the flower chart. Live fresh
flowers enhance our worship and we appreciate
having them. Check out the chart to see which dates
are available. 

Want to serve as an usher or greeter for the 9am
service? You can sign up to serve behind the welcome center.

‚

Newsletter Ar ticles
Please turn your newsletter articles in to Judy Barber by May 22nd.
Thanks for helping to make The Common Line more informative and
helpful! If you have information people need, be SURE to get it to
Judy (schedules for service, etc).

‚

Obedience to the call of Christ nearly always costs everything to
two people - the one who is called, and the one who loves that one.

- Oswald Chambers
‚
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Benefit Bank
First UMC is now a site for the Ohio Benefit Bank. That means

folks can make an appointment to come in and fi nd out what state
assistance your family qualifies to receive. It provides all the forms
you need to submit to the state to receive assistance if you qualify.
Programs for which we can provide information include: children’s
health care insurance, home energy assistance, child care assistance,
food stamps, tax assistance. If you know someone who could benefit
from this program, please have them call the church office. We feel
this will be a nice compliment to the Caring Ministry we’ve been
providing for the last  year.

‚

Care Corner
Check out the Care Corner while at worship!

On the Canal Street side you’ll find blood
pressures, blood glucose checks and an opportunity
to sign cards to those are under the weather. You
can sign a card – or – pick one out just from you! Be sure to stop over
and send your Christian greetings to those in our congregation who
need an encouraging word.

‚

Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can
start from now and make a brand new ending. -- Carl Bard 

‚

Bible Study
There is a Bible Study sponsored by Virgil  and

Nina McKnight every Wednesday night at 6:00.
The study is a video course which is led by Les
Feldick. All are welcome to join in the fellowship
and the opportunity to learn from God’s Word. The class meets in the
chapel.

‚

Stimulus Package Scams
After the president signed the stimulus package, scams

immediately started to surface. One scam states: “The Obama
Administration has made billions of dollars in free government grants
available to couples.  Send $50 and we’ll send you a list of grants and
how to apply.”     WRONG!   WRONG!  WRONG!

1. Our government does not give grants to couples or individuals.
2. Grant information is FREE from your public library or FREE

on www.grants.gov. 
There are also folks stating they can lower your interest rate or

assist you in avoiding foreclosure – never pay money up front – that
is a scam! Talk to your lending institution if you are having trouble
making your mortgage payments and avoid losing your hard-earned
money.

‚

What we see depends mainly on what we look for. -- John Lubbock 

Communion
The May Communion steward is Steve Cox. We’ll celebrate
communion on Pentecost – May 31st.

‚

M ay Gr eeter s
May 3 – Jeff & Anne McCollister
May 10 – Matt & Leslie Yinger
May 17 – Daniel & Arella McDonald

‚

M ay L itur gists
May 3 – Merv Davis
May 10 – Amy Davis
May 17 – Steve Cox
May 24 – Micah Covert
May 31 – Marianna Holtel
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Sound
May 3 – James Holtel
May 10 – Ben Robey
May 17 – Derek Arnold
May 24 – James Holtel
May 31 – Ben Robey

‚

Most people want to be delivered from temptation but would like it to
keep in touch. --Robert Orben

‚
Van Dr iver
May 3 – Gary Campbell
May 10 – Larry Barber
May 17 – Merv Davis
May 24 – Steve Cox
May 31 – Larry Barber

‚
Acolytes
May 3 – Zach & Nate
May 10 – Mallory Simms, Corrine Campbell

‚

Nur ser y
May 3 – Sandy Covert
May 10 – Heather Campbell
May 17 – Trisha Dean
May 24 – Sandy Covert
May 31 – Heather Campbell

‚

National Day of Pr ayer  — M ay 7, 2009
National Day of Prayer is on Thursday, May 7th. The Nelsonville

observance will be at the Town Square at 11:55am. We’ll meet at the

fountain and pray together that God will bless our
nation, our state and our community. We’ll pray for
those serving to protect our freedoms (especially our
freedom to gather and our freedom to worship as we
choose). We’ll also pray area churches reach those
who are so desperate for a word of hope, a sign of

love, a moment of peace and a flash of joy. Please plan to join the
Christians of Nelsonville who will join to pray. If it rains, we’ll  meet
at our church.

‚

M other s’  Day – M ay 10, 2009
Mothers’ Day is Sunday, May 10th. Be sure to

lift  up all moms in prayer – especially those who
are in crisis. Come celebrate Mothers’ Day with
your church family.

‚
Congr atulations!
We want to congratulate our students who made

the Honor Roll!
MERIT HONOR ROLL
9th Grade: Caleb Covert, Casey Cox, Maribeth Holtel 
10th Grade: Seth Covert 
11th Grade: Kelly Cox

HONOR ROLL
9th Grade: Nathan Dean
10th Grade: Nicole Hartman 
11th Grade: Derek Arnold, James Holtel,  Nick Hunter, Misty

McClain, Sara Mitchell, Mallory Simms
12th Grade: Ainsley Kuhn, Rachel Newlun, Brittany Rosser 

Peggy Bailey also called to let us know her granddaughter,
Ashley, made the honor roll.

Congrats to all! Keep working.
‚
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M emor ial Day – M ay 25, 2009
Memorial Day will be observed on Monday,

May 25th this year. Please take a few minutes to
pause and thank God for those who’ve given their
lives for our freedom. Then take another minute to
ask God to protect those who are serving now. 

‚

Pentecost
Pentecost is observed 50 days after Jesus’
resurrection. This is the day the church
was born. The Holy Spirit descended on the upper room and gave all
those there the power to witness to the resurrection of Christ and our
ability to find forgiveness of sins and salvation through him. Please
wear red on Pentecost which is May 31st. 

‚
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