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Surviving Your Schedule
November is often the start of a mad rush – a

rush to do fall housecleaning; to plan and execute
the perfect Thanksgiving dinner for the family and
then find perfect gifts for loved ones, decorate the
house to Martha Stewart perfection and then
pulling off a warm meaningful Christmas. There are then only a
couple of days before the New Year blows in. Whew! Makes me tired
even thinking about the next few weeks. So that’s why I want to think
about Proverbs 17:24: 

An intelligent person aims at wise action, but a fool starts off in many
directions. Proverbs 17:24 (TEV) 

*** *** *** ***
Do you ever get to the end of your day and think “Did I

accomplish anything today?” Where does all the time go?  If you
don’t master your schedule, it will master you. Here are three
suggestions from the Bible for reducing the stress of your schedule:

Line up your priorities. Obviously, you don’t have time to do
everything. You must make choices. You must decide what’s really
important and what isn’t. Take some time to consider the direction of
your life. 

It is stupid to waste time on useless projects (Proverbs 12:11).
You may make your plans, but God directs your actions (Prov 16:9).

Lighten up your attitude. Do you really have to do everything
on your to-do list? No one is holding a gun to your head. A lot of
your stress is self-imposed. The Bible says that God gave us humor
as a stress reliever. 

Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging word cheers a
person up  (Proverbs 12:25). 

A relaxed attitude lengthens life; jealousy rots it away (Proverbs
14:30). 

A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a
person’s strength (Proverbs 17:22). 
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Look up to God. Stress is always a warning
light that you’ve taken your focus off God and are
looking at your problems from your limited
viewpoint. I believe the single greatest cause of
stress is this: We take ourselves too seriously and
we don’t take God seriously enough!

Need more time in your schedule?
Fear of the Lord lengthens one’s life, but the years of the wicked

are cut short (Proverbs 10:27. 
Those who fear the Lord are secure; he will be a place of refuge

for their children (Proverbs 14:26).
`

Vote Yes on 5 – Vote No on 6!
If you lend money to any of my people who are poor, you shall

not be to him as an usurer, neither shall you lay upon him
usury.—Exodus 22:25 

Overcoming Poverty and ministry with the poor were central to
John Wesley’s ministry and are still central in the United Methodist
Church today. Payday Lending is a current form of usury and we
have an opportunity to protect thousands of people
who are poor from paying 391% interest on loans.

By voting Yes on 5, we will keep a 28% cap on
interest rates passed by the Ohio Legislature earlier
this year. 

Issue 6 would authorize gambling in the State
of Ohio. It does not promise Ohio will even get the profits or taxes
from this gambling! Please vote no on Issue 6!

`

Look for yourself and you will find in the long run
only hatred, loneliness, despair, rage, ruin and
decay. But look for Christ and you’ll find Him,
and with Him everything else thrown in.

` -C.S. Lewis
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Evangelism Goal
Everyone at FUMC is challenged to pray for at least one unchurched
person for at least one minute every day at 1:00 pm. If you cannot
possibly pray for one minute at 1:00 pm, you may want to choose
another time. The important thing is to pray!

`

Newsletter Articles
Please turn your newsletter articles in to
Judy Barber by November 20. Thanks for
helping to make The Common Line more
informative and helpful! If you are
receiving the newsletter and no longer
wish to, please email Rev Walters at
kwalters@woh.rr.com. If you joined
another church or want to move your

membership, please contact Rev Walters.
`

God does not have to come and tell  me what I must do for Him, He
brings me into a relationship with Himself where I hear His call and
understand what He wants me to do, and I do it out of sheer love to
Him... When people say they have had a call to foreign service, or to
any particular sphere of work, they mean that their r elationship to
God has enabled them to realize what they can do for God.

Á -Oswald Chambers

FUMC Shut-ins
Charles Harris –  Hickory Creek Continuing Care,

51 East Fourth Street, The Plains, Ohio 45780
Eileen Burchfield, Florence Forbes, Charlotte

Smathers – Logan Health Care, 300 Arlington Drive,
Logan, 43138

Alberta Hellyer - Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave, Apt 226,
Lancaster, Ohio 43130
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Nellie Haynes – Brown Memorial, 158 E Mound St, Circleville,
Ohio 43113

Dorothy Colwell, 1658 Connett, Nelsonville 45764
Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St Charles St, Nelsonville 45764
Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St, Nelsonville 45764
Nyoka Kennedy, 15530 SR 691, Nelsonville 
Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W Washington St, Nelsonville
Ronnie Townsend, 187 Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764
Dan Cox, 8561 Victoria Meadow Lane, Reynoldsburg 43068
Lucille Goss, 856 Southside River Road, McConnelsville 43756
Gilbert Stalder, 1729 Horsechestnut Court, Trinity, FL 34655
Ruth Higgins, 109 Mulberry Lane, Monacca, PA 15061
Geneva Johnson, 1021 Heatherfield Lane, San Jose, CA 95132
David Lovsey, 4369 Davis Road, Macon, GA 31217

`

Acceptance
The current theme for the United Methodist church is “Open

hearts...Open minds... Open doors”. This reminds us to love and
accept others just as Jesus did.

`

Pray for a strong and lively sense of sin; the greater the sense of sin,
the less sin. - Samuel Rutherford

`

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio Legislature
passed a bill a few years ago, prohibiting hospitals from providing
lists of patients to anyone (including pastors). They no longer call a
pastor when you are admitted to the hospital. If you’re admitted to the
hospital, please have a family member call the pastor (in most cases,
a chaplain will call for you too). There is no other way for the pastor
to know you are in the hospital, unless you call. It is helpful as well
to let the pastor know when you’re released - a trip to a hospital
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following your release takes time away from helping someone else.
If you go to a rehab center, the pastor will not know unless you call
Rev Walters and let her know.

If you’d like the pastor to make a call (to your home), please mark
the attendance pad or call the office to schedule.

`

When a man is wrapped up in himself, he makes a pretty small
package. – John Ruskin

`

Services for Shut-ins 
Tapes of our morning worship services are
available each week. They can be picked up on the
vestibule table or delivered to shut-ins by Bill &
Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-1939 to make
arrangements or for more information.

`

Greeters and Technicians
We need greeters and technicians for our new 11:00 service. If you
can possibly help with either of these, please call Judy at the church
and let her know. We’ll need technicians to manage DVDs and the
powerpoint slides. We expect lots of new folks to attend the new
service so we’ll need lots of friendly people to greet them!

`

What is past is past. Today we start anew, and what we do today will
make our life for tomorrow. 

`

Children’s Sunday School
The children are busy rehearsing for the Christmas play which will be
presented at the 9:00 am service on December 14. There are still
plenty of parts so come to Sunday School!

`
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Birthdays
Happy Birthday to everyone celebrating in

November! You’ll find the complete list in the
calendar. Tack it on your refrigerator so you will
be reminded to wish each one a happy birthday. 

`

Do what good you can, and do it solely for God’s glory, as free from
it yourself as though you did not exist. Ask nothing whatever in
return. Done in this way, your works are spiritual and godly.

Á -Meister Eckhart

Choir Practice
The Chancel Choir rehearses each Thursday
evening at 7:00 pm. Join the choir for fun,
fellowship, caring - and even some singing!

`

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in helping a soldier be a bit less lonely? Check out

www.mysoldier.com and make a difference in someone’s life.
Please pick up a copy of Tom & Marge Riley’s grandson’s

address and send a card.
`

May God break my heart so completely, the whole world falls in. 
– Mother Teresa

`

Bring a Friend
Bring a friend to Sunday School and worship! This is an
exciting time at First – be sure to share it with your
friends! 

`
Thank a Veteran on Nov 11
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Thank You
First UMC would like to thank the family of Betty
Johnson and the Queen Esther class for the
beautiful Advent Parament. Our altar will be
beautiful this advent! Thank you.

`

Forgiveness is unlocking the door to set someone free and realizing
you were the prisoner! Max Lucado

Thank You
I am a bit late in saying this, but thank you and your church
congregation so much for coming and serving the hot dog supper to
the students here at Hocking College.  I know many of the students
expressed their appreciation and I hope that you see some of those
students show up at your church in the coming weeks.  
Bill Bales

`

Many Thanks
I’d like to thank the congregation of First for
showing your appreciation during Pastor
Appreciation Month! I do feel appreciated and
thank you for the cards, gifts and kind thoughts you

shared throughout the month.
Blessings,
Rev. Karen Walters

`

Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going
to the garage makes you a–  cLaaru. rence Peter

`

http://www.mysoldier.com
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All Saints’ Day
All Saints’ Day is observed the first Sunday of November. It’s like
Memorial Day – only instead of military personnel, we remember
Christians who’ve gone on to heaven. This year we observe All
Saints’ on November 2 . We light a candle for the following:nd

Patty Hartley – November 19, 2007
Barbara Wilson – November 29, 2007
Betty Johnson – December 9, 2008
James Thurman Helyer – January 16, 2008
Peggy Galvin – March 2008
Dorotha Hoskins – August 13, 2008
Aaron McKinley – October 2, 2008

Many of us have lost one we love this year who is not a member
of the church. We extend our sympathy to each one.

`

Concert
You’re invited to a concert at The Nelsonville Wesleyan Church on
Saturday, November 8  at 7:00 pm. The Down East Boys is ath

southern gospel group and Rule 19 is a contemporary group much
like Jars of  Clay. The church is located on the corner of Chestnut and
Harper Streets.

`

Within every adversity lies a slumbering possibility.
– Robert Schuller

`

New Member Class
All adults who wish to join First UMC are
invited to a new member class on Sunday,
November 30  at 4:00 pm. We’ll meetth

together for some fellowship and go over
what membership means in the United Methodist Church. Please let
Judy or Pastor Karen know if you’ll attend so we have adequate
materials on hand. Come check it out!
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Voting Information
Wondering where the candidates stand on various issues which are
important to Christians? www.OhioElectionCentral.com will tell you

where each stands. You enter your zip code so
you don’t have to wade through every single
candidate in the state – only those you will be
make a voting decision upon. Be informed – and

take your Christian values into the voting booth with you.
`

Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and keep
choosing it every day. -Henri Nouwen

`

Tasty Testing
First UMC is hosting an event for the Faith Community Health
Ministries and the Ohio State University Extension Office in Athens
on Saturday, November 8, 9am-noon. There will be a food
preparation demonstration – how to safely prepare Thanksgiving or
Christmas dinners, some new exciting recipes that are heart and
diabetes friendly. You even get to eat the products! For questions, call
Mary Ann Rosser at 797-4952.

`

Community Thanksgiving Service
The Nelsonville Thanksgiving Service will be
held on Tuesday, November 25 at 7:00 pm at
the Wesleyan Church (corner of Chestnut and
Harper Streets). Rev. Ed True (pastor of the
Nazarene Church) will bring the message;
Rev. Thomas and Rev Walters will plan the
service. Pie will be served following the
service. Please plan to attend and thank God

for all the blessings of the last year.
`
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When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, something is
lost; when character is lost, all is lost. -Billy Graham

`

Condolences
First United Methodist Church would like to share condolences with
those who have lost loved ones this fall: 
The Family of Aaron Cunningham
The Family of Dick Nye
The Family of Denise Inman Brooks
The Family of Zarina Tufail
May God grant you peace and comfort.

`

Worship Services
Focus during the 9:00 am Services:
Nov 2 – All Saints’ Day – Revelation 7:9-17
Nov 9 – People of the Day – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Nov 16 – In Praise of Doers – Matthew 25:14-30
Nov 23 – Christ the King Sunday – Matthew 25:31-46
Nov 30 – First Sunday of Advent

~
Focus during the 11:00 am Services:
Nov 2 – Keeping Up Appearances – Matthew 23:1-12
Nov 9 – Are You Prepared? – Matthew 25:1-13
Nov 16 – Stepping Out in Faith – Matthew 25:14-30
Nov 23 – Thanksgiving Sunday – Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Nov 30 – First Sunday of Advent – Blue Christmas (carol series)
See you in worship!
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