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For Such a Time As This 
The Book of Esther in the

Old Testament is the story of a
young Jewish woman who,
based on her beauty and
desirability before the king,
became the queen of Persia in a
time when Jews were living there
in exile. And when a plot is
uncovered to kill the Jews,
Esther puts her life on the line to
thwart it. 

Mordecai, who raised Esther
after her parents died, challenged
the queen with the opportunity
her position gave her. "For if you
remain silent at this time," he
told her, "relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another
place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows
but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"
(Esther 4:14) 

Mordecai presents us here with two seemingly contradictory
things. (I have come to expect this kind of thing from the truth.) 

1) Don't think you are indispensable. 
2) Don't sell yourself short. 

Somewhere between being dispensable and being Johnny-on-the-
spot lies the will of God for Esther, and in turn, I think, for all of us.
We mustn't think too highly of ourselves. God will not be without a
witness. I mean, historically God has used angels, pagan kings,
donkeys, and bushes to speak for Him if needs be. He can certainly
fill in for you if you decide to take yourself out. At the same time, He
puts us in places where our influence can make a big difference, and
we are the ones who lose out if we don't rise to the occasion. 

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com
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The will of God is an opportunity and a destiny. It is a very cool
thing, actually. Not something you have to do, but something you get
to do. Who wouldn't want to step out under those conditions? And
when you step into it, you step into the flow of God's plan and
provision. Resources you didn't know you had become available. 

Think about it this way. God doesn't need you (He can do fine
without you, thank you), but He wants you (He wants to bring you
into His plan and accomplish something together with you). He'll use
somebody or something else if you bail out, but why would you do
that? Why would you miss the opportunity of a lifetime? 

We see this reality in a historical moment in the Esther story, but
I think this story is there to teach us this truth is also at work in our
lives daily. There will be opportunities today to step into the will of
God or miss it. If you miss it, you are the one who loses; someone
else gets the action. Based on other assurances in scripture, that
doesn't mean you won't get to your ultimate destination, it's just that
you will miss a good deal of adventure along the way. 

Think about the fact that you are alive today for such a time is
this... and don't miss it! e

Some people think God does not like to be troubled with our constant
coming and asking. The way to trouble God is not to come at all.   

e D.L. Moody

The Carried
The Carried is a band from the area (Athens

and Logan) whose music resembles Casting
Crowns, Mercy Me or Jars of Clay. They will be
at Hocking College’s Student Center on Sunday,
May 4  at 6:30 pm. The concert is free. If youth

want more information, see www.thecarried.com.
e

Our Christian experience must agree with the Bible. We will be
taught by the Bible and fed by the Bible. But we do not believe in
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Christ because he is in the Bible. We believe the Bible because Christ
is in us. Claxton Monro

e

John W Clem Recovery House
The Clem House opened in December 2007 and provides

residential recovery services to male alcoholics and drug addicts over
the age of 18. Most stay 3-6 months. In 2007, 60 men
received services. This article is to inform you of the
resource in the community (8044 Dairy Lane, Athens,
593-3797) and to let you know there’s a huge mission
need. Food is needed to help feed the men (currently,
there’s enough money to provide one meal a day). Part

of the program is learning to cook and serve each other so groceries
is what’s needed. 

e  

Queen Esther
The Queen Esther class will have a potluck on Tuesday, May 6th

at 5:00 pm. Please come for this last event before summer. 
e

You are younger today than you ever will be again. Make the most of
it for the sake of tomorrow!

e

Church Camp
Church Camp info is here! If your child or youth is

interested in church camp, please check out the poster
with all the information on the bulletin board. 

e

God may thunder His commands from Mount Sinai and men may
fear, yet remain at heart exactly as they were before. But let a man
once see his God down in the arena as a Man--suffering, tempted,

http://www.thecarried.com.
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sweating, and agonized, finally dying a criminal's death--and he is a
hard man indeed who is untouched.

-J.B. Phillips, "Your God Is Too Small"
e

Transition
The Foothills District is in the process of

transitioning leadership from Tom Hanover to Dennis
Mohler (as of July 1). On Sunday, May 4 you are
invited to attend a welcome reception for Rev Mohler
and farewell reception for Rev Hanover. The
welcome/farewell reception is at 2:00 pm on Sunday, May 4  in theth

Family Life Center of The plains UMC. The Spring District
Conference follows at 3:00. 

e

Heart Spa: Where Women are Refreshed in Jesus 
Nelsonville First UMC is hosting the Fourth Annual Nelsonville

Women’s Conference, Sat. May 3, 9 am – 3:30 pm. Cost: $20. The day

includes three spa experiences, lunch, fun and opportunities to grow

closer to Jesus and friends. For more info, contact the church

740.753.1939. Space limited to 75 women. 

e

General Conference
Every four years, United Methodists from around the world

gather for holy conferencing – General Conference. This is the only
group legally permitted to speak for the United Methodist Church.
Each four years, they make changes to the Discipline by which we
live as United Methodists. General Conference meets this year in Ft
Worth April 23 - May 2. Please be in prayer for delegates that they’ll
hear and follow God’s leading. If you want to follow what happens
go to www.gc2008.umc.org.

e
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The greater part of our happiness depends on our dispositions and
not on our circumstances. –Martha Washington

e
Evangelism Goal
Everyone at FUMC is challenged to pray for at least one unchurched
person for at least one minute every day at 1:00 pm. If you cannot
possibly pray for one minute at 1:00 pm, you may want to choose
another time. The important thing is to pray!

e
Liturgists 
May 4   th  –

May 11 – 
May 18 
May 25 – 
June 1 – 
Thanks for your service!

]
Nursery Schedule
May 4 – Jill Squires
May 11 – Heather Campbell
May 18 – Dee Dee Loge
May 25  – Trisha Dean 

June 1 – 
Thank you for serving!

The whole worth of a kind deed is the love that inspires it. 

Van Drivers
May 4 
May 11 – 
May 18 – 
May 25 – 

e
Sound Techs
May 4 – 
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May 11 – 
May 18 – 
May 25 – 
June 1 – 
Thank you for your faithfulness!

]
Acolyte Schedule
May 4 – Abby Cuthill, Lindsey Bishop
May 11 – Chloe Coy, Byron Stapleton
May 18 --
May 25 --
June 1 – 
Thank you for your service!

]

Man improves himself as he follows his a path; if he stands still,
waiting to improve before he makes a decision, he’ll never move. 

e

Newsletter Articles
Please turn in your newsletter articles by May 23.
Thanks for helping to make The Common Line
more informative and helpful! If you are receiving
the newsletter and no longer wish to, please email Rev Walters at
kwalters@woh.rr.com. If you joined another church or want to move
your membership, please contact Rev Walters.

e

National Day of Prayer
The National Day of Prayer is May 1 . This year the Nelsonvillest

Ministerial Association is hosting an event. All are invited to meet at
a church of their choice and ride a van up to the cross. There we’ll
share prayers for our churches, for reaching out into our community.
We’ll walk (or ride) to the square where we’ll gather around the
fountain and pray for our nation and our community. We’ll gather at
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the cross at 11:30 and at the fountain at noon. If
it’s raining, the event will be moved to FUMC.
More details will follow. Begin to pray for this
event now that it will be a witness to our
community. 

]

It may be that those who do most, dream most. 
e

FUMC Shut-ins
Charles Harris –  Hickory Creek Continuing Care, 51 East Fourth

Street, The Plains, Ohio 45780
Eileen Burchfield, Florence Forbes, Verna Lower, Charlotte

Smathers – Logan Health Care, 300 Arlington Drive, Logan, Ohio
43138

Alberta Hellyer - Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave, Apt 226,
Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Nellie Haynes – Brown Memorial, 158 E Mound St, Circleville,
Ohio 43113

Dorothy Colwell, 1658 Connett, Nelsonville 45764
Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St Charles St, Nelsonville 45764
Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St, Nelsonville 45764
Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W Washington St, Nelsonville
Ronnie Townsend, 187 Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764
Dan Cox, 8561 Victoria Meadow Lane, Reynoldsburg 43068
Lucille Goss, 856 Southside River Road, McConnelsville 43756
Ruth Higgins, 109 Mulberry Lane, Monacca, PA 15061
Geneva Johnson, 1021 Heatherfield Lane, San Jose, CA 95132
David Lovsey, 4369 Davis Road, Macon, GA 31217
Janie Ogg, 1675 Dunlawton Ave #242, Port Orange, FL 32127

e

The only way to have a friend is to be one.  Ralph Waldo Emerson
e

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com.
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See Ya Here!
If you’re 18-28 and looking for a class which will help you learn how
to balance your life – family, work, studies and God – then you will
want to check out our newest class taught by Jill Squires on Sundays
at 9:30. e

Congrats
Congrats to National Honor Society inductees:
Kelly Cox, Joe Frazier, James Holtel. Good job
on your hard work! We’re proud of you!

e

To err is human; to refrain from laughing, humane. 
e

Need Work? 
Hocking College students are willing to

do odd jobs around your home if you’re
disabled or over 65. Call Suzanne Brooks-
Korner at Hocking College if they can help.

Camp Otterbein is seeking mission projects – see the form on the
bulletin board if you know of someone who needs help.

e

Acceptance
The current theme for the United Methodist church is “Open

hearts...Open minds... Open doors”. This reminds us to love and
accept others just as Jesus did.

e

I remember my mother’s prayers and they have always followed me.
They have clung to me all my life. 

 - Abraham Lincoln
e
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Children’s Sunday School
The topics for Sunday School in May are below. Come and join

us! 
May 4th-What would you do?  What Would Jesus Do?
May11th-Mothers Day Breakfast-Served and hosted by Sunday

School during Sunday School time 9:15-10:15 – Eggstrada casserole,
fruit, muffins, coffee and juice

May 18th-Planting the seeds of
Christ/Plant your own flower

e

Aaron Cunningham Updates
We’ve been praying for Aaron for a few weeks now – and please
don’t stop. Many folks ask daily about updates - a testament to how
loved Aaron is! He has stage IV pancreatic cancer. There is a
CaringBridge site for anyone who is interested in keeping up with his
progress. Go to www.caringbridge.org and sign into the web site by
using his name, Aaron Cunningham except that you have to use all
lower case, all one word (aaroncunningham).  Thanks for you prayers
and concern! This allows everyone to check on updates whenever
they are praying.

e

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio Legislature passed a bill a few years
ago, prohibiting hospitals from providing lists of patients to anyone

(including pastors). They no longer call a pastor
when you are admitted to the hospital. If you’re
admitted to the hospital, please have a family

member call the pastor (in most cases, a chaplain will call for you
too). There is no other way for the pastor to know you are in the
hospital, unless you call. It is helpful as well to let the pastor know
when you’re released - a trip to a hospital following your release
takes time away from helping someone else.

e

http://www.caringbridge.org/
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No man can use the Bible with power unless he has the character of
Jesus in his heart.

e
Hot Dog Dinner
We’re hosting a hot dog dinner at Hocking
College! It’s a great way to share the love of
Christ with college students. It’s fun to get to
know new people. It’s awesome to share. If you
want to help out, we’re serving dinner on
Wednesday, May 14 . We set up between 4:00th

and 4:30 and serve until the food is gone (that
usually doesn’t take long!) Come share with us! See Pastor Karen if
you’re willing to help.

e

2008 50 Club
The 50 Club is simply donations toward our Conference and

District Apportionments. The procedure is simple: each name in the
50 club is a $50 donation (or more) or you can donate anonymously.

In 2008, our conference apportionments are $17,783. 337 gifts of
$50 over and above your regular giving equals
100% conference apportionments. Giving this
year:

Kathryn McCoy
Calvin Devol
Aaron and Donna Cunningham
Lori Fick
Shelley Douglas
Anonymous (3)
Marge Ashworth
Mark & Karon Fick

in loving memory of Clyde Campbell by the family
in loving memory of Lora Jane Campbell by the family
in loving memory of Clarence Nelson by Peggy Nelson

e
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Secure Your ID
Many communities around Ohio are having a “Secure Your ID

Day.” Nelsonville does not have one scheduled, however, because
identity theft is such a big issue, FUMC is offering an alternative. 

As you’ve probably heard on the news and seen in the newspaper,
identity thieves often go through trash to find clues to important
information. Simply throwing away items which include your
address, social security number, bank info or really any personal
information can be dangerous. Most towns are offering a day where
you can bring in a bag of these items and they will be shredded. 

FUMC has a paper shredder and will share it with anyone who
doesn’t have one. Bring in your papers which need to be destroyed
and either the pastor or secretary will shred them or show you how to
(if you’re more comfortable with that). This isn’t a one day event but
is an offer to help our church family and community as it’s needed.
If you want more information on how to avoid identity theft, check
out the office. There are alerts from the Better Business Bureau on the
bulletin board which warn of current scams. Protect yourself! It’s
really part of good stewardship.

e

Services 
Tapes of our morning worship services are
available each week. They can be picked up on the
vestibule table or delivered to shut-ins by Bill &
Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-1939 to make
arrangements or for more information.

e

Health and Wholeness Ministry
FUMC is has a new ministry! In the gospels, we
find Jesus working to heal people – not just their
souls – but the whole person. In an effort to do
what Jesus would do, FUMC is beginning a health
ministry to address the body part of the equation.
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You are invited to stop by on Sunday mornings and
have your blood pressure or blood sugar taken. The R
Ns in our congregation are working together to provide
this ministry. They will give you a book in which to
keep track of all findings to share with your physician.
They will also share resources to help you become
more healthy – tips to lower blood sugar or cholesterol or blood
pressure or even how to eat more healthy.

They will also help you organize your medications – create a
concise list for you or even a loved one. They have all kinds of things
to help you begin the new year more healthy!

Stop by and see what they can do for you and if you’re a
registered nurse, please talk to Debbie Cox or Shirley Wilson about
how you can help.

e

Being a disciple is more than an instantaneous conversion; it’s the
daily process whereby we become more like Christ. Billy Graham

e
Scholarship
Athens First Presbyterian Church announces the availability of the
James and Martha Bratton Scholarship which is awarded to a student
attending college or technical school. The amount varies but is no
more than $2000. Applicants need to be a
member of a Christian church in Athens County
(i.e., members of FUMC qualify). See Pastor
Karen for an application.

e
Honoring our Graduates

On May4th, the graduating class of Nelsonville-York High school
are invited to join First UMC in worship to celebrate graduation and
this important time in life. Each graduate will receive a gift. There
will be a potluck of the church family following the service and the
graduates and their families will be our guests. Please bring a little
extra for the potluck since we’ll be having guests.
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Pentecost
Pentecost is Sunday, May11. It’s traditional to

wear red on Pentecost so celebrate and wear your
red. We’ll also celebrate women on that day so
bring a friend! 

We’ll celebrate Mother’s Day during Sunday
School – the children will serve
a beautiful breakfast and all are
welcome (not just moms) for this time of
celebration and fellowship. Join us at 9:15 (by
9:30).

e

Trinity Sunday
Trinity Sunday is May 18. Come explore why we
have a special day to celebrate the trinity!

e

Success is not the key to happiness; happiness is the key to success.
If you love what you’re doing, you’ll ve successful. 

– Albert Schweitzer
e

A Road May for the Journey
Gloria Pitzer quips, "In parts of the world, people still pray in the

streets. In this country they're called pedestrians."
The late theologian and educator Henri J. Nouwen said about prayer,

"As we are involved in unceasing thinking, so we are called to
unceasing prayer."

I've noticed that a lot of people believe in prayer, but they don't
always believe in praying. For them, prayer is like a spare tire. They
keep it in the trunk of their automobile and don't think about it most
of the time. But it's there if they need it. When they have a flat tire
they turn to the spare to get them through the emergency.

It's a bit like the soldier in a foxhole: bombs were bursting all
around and he prayed, "Lord, I haven't bothered you in twenty years.
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Get me out of this alive and I promise not to bother you for another
twenty!" He figured he'd use his spare tire about once every couple
of decades or so.

I've noticed, too that prayer for some other people is more like a
road map. But it is not something tucked away in small compartment
and rarely used. Instead, it stays open and spread out on the car seat.
It is used constantly. These people understand how necessary a road
map is if they are to ever get where they want to go. For them, prayer
isn't just for emergency use, but it guides them through the intricacies
of life.

I like thinking of it more as a road map than a spare tire. A road
map can make a difference every day.

e

National Day of Prayer is May 1 . Please pray forst

our nation and leaders every day!
e
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