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God Loving Us Perfectly
Perfect love desires communion, the sharing of life together, and

so it cannot be expressed from a distance. God so perfectly loved the
world that he came up close in Christ, stepping into the brokenness
of our lives (1 John 1:1-3): 

A Into our emptiness, Jesus brings fullness and completion
(Colossians 2:9-10).

A Into our deficit, Jesus brings supply (Philippians 4:19). 
A Into our death, Jesus brings life (Ephesians 2:1, 5). 
A Into our separation, Jesus brings reconciliation (Rom 5:10-11).
A Into our imperfect love, Jesus brings his perfect love (1 Jn 4:10).
When we know, and believe, that God is determined to love us

perfectly, we can stop being self-absorbed and we can start being
conformed to Christ (Romans 12:2). When we don’t believe God is
determined to love us perfectly, we end up living like our best choice
is to take care of ourselves. 

And then, we become so busy taking care of ourselves that we
have little time for authentic, transparent, loving community with
others.

May your first resolution to live your life in God’s perfect love –
then you’re truly free; truly filled with joy. When we live in God’s
perfect love, we make a loving faith community our first priority and
reaching out to others grows from that. May you live in God’s perfect
love!

�

mailto:fumcParsonage@yahoo.com
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Apologies
Please accept our apologies for the lateness of the

newsletter. We’ve been waiting for a lot of
information. The newsletter is made strong when it
disseminates important information – who’s serving in
worship each week... If you are in charge of securing
volunteers or lead a group, please turn in your articles in a timely
manner. We need articles for the February newsletter by January 26 .th

�

In prosperity, our friends know us; in adversity, we know our friends.
�

Evangelism Goal
Everyone at FUMC is challenged to pray for at least one unchurched
person for at least one minute every day at 1:00 pm. If you cannot
possibly pray for one minute at 1:00 pm, you may want to choose
another time. The important thing is to pray! After you’ve prayed for
a person for a few weeks, consider inviting them to
worship with you.

�

FUMC Shut-ins
Charles Harris –  Hickory Creek Continuing

Care, 51 East Fourth Street, The Plains, Ohio 45780
Eileen Burchfield, Charlotte Smathers – Logan Health Care, 300

Arlington Drive, Logan, 43138
Alberta Hellyer - Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave, Apt 226,

Lancaster, Ohio 43130
Lucille Steenrod, Ray (Doc) Howe, Crestviw Manor Nursing

Home, 925 Becks Knob Road, Lancaster, 43130
Nellie Haynes – Brown Memorial, 158 E Mound St, Circleville,

Ohio 43113
Dorothy Colwell, 1658 Connett, Nelsonville 45764
Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St Charles St, Nelsonville 45764
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Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St, Nelsonville 45764
Nyoka Kennedy, 15530 SR 691, Nelsonville 
Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W Washington St, Nelsonville
Ronnie Townsend, 187 Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764
Dan Cox, 8561 Victoria Meadow Lane, Reynoldsburg 43068
Gilbert Stalder, 1729 Horsechestnut Court, Trinity, FL 34655
Geneva Johnson, 1021 Heatherfield Lane, San Jose, CA 95132
David Lovsey, 4369 Davis Road, Macon, GA 31217

�

You can’t  cross the sea by merely standing and standing at the water.
�

Acceptance
The current theme for the United Methodist church is “Open

hearts...Open minds... Open doors”. This reminds us to love and
accept others just as Jesus did.

�

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio Legislature passed a bill a few years
ago, prohibiting hospitals from providing lists of patients to anyone

(including pastors). They no longer call a pastor
when you are admitted to the hospital. If you’re
admitted to the hospital, please have a family

member call the pastor (in most cases, a chaplain will call for you
too). There is no other way for the pastor to know you are in the
hospital, unless you call. It is helpful as well to let the pastor know
when you’re released - a trip to a hospital following your release
takes time away from helping someone else. If you go to a rehab
center, the pastor will not know unless you call Rev Walters and let
her know.

If you’d like the pastor to make a call (to your home), please mark
the attendance pad or call the office to schedule.

�
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Services for Shut-ins 
Tapes of our morning worship services are
available each week. They can be picked up on the
vestibule table or delivered to shut-ins by Bill &
Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-1939 to make
arrangements or for more information.

�

Greeters and Technicians
We need greeters and technicians for our 11:00 service. If you can
possibly help with either of these, please call Judy at the church and
let her know. We’ll need technicians to manage DVDs and the
powerpoint slides. We expect lots of new folks to attend the new
service so we’ll need lots of friendly people to greet them!

�

We either make ourselves happy or miserable. The amount of work
is the same. 

�

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in helping a soldier be a bit less

lonely? Check out www.mysoldier.com and
make a difference in someone’s life.

Tom & Marge Riley’s grandson’s address
is: GySgt Riley, MJ 1st PLT, TASK FORCE
MP's, 1st BN, 12th MAR, D Company, Unit 
44121, FPO, AP 96607-4121

�

Bring a Friend
Bring a friend to Sunday School and worship! This is an exciting time
at First – be sure to share it with your friends!  We have an early
worship service for those who have a full and busy day and need to
get an early start and we have a late service for those who love a
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leisurely Sunday with Sunday School in the middle – join us at 9, 10
or 11!

�

Human beings, by changing the inner attitudes of their minds, can
change the outer aspects of their lives. 

�

Office Hours
The office hours are Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm.
During the holiday season, due to decreased need,
we’ll be closed a few extra days (check the calendar
for exact days). It is our policy to close the office if

school is closed (we want Judy to be safe!) and she has the option of
coming in late when school is delayed. So in general terms, the
school schedule is our schedule :) The pastor is in the office each day
but attends many community meetings, performs funerals, visits shut-
ins, etc. If you’d like to speak to her, call the office and if she’s not
in, Mrs. Barber will have her call or make an appointment for a talk.

�

New Year's Day — January 1, 2009
May you and your family have a very
happy new year. May God bless you with

health, bless your family with happiness and joy and may you grow
in your discipleship by leaps and bounds!

�

Good judgment comes from experience.
Experience comes from bad judgment.

�

Epiphany — January 6, 2009
Epiphany falls on a Tuesday this year.
We’ll celebrate the twelfth day of

http://www.mysoldier.com
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Christmas on January 4  by talking about the magi who came toth

worship the child Jesus. �

Martin Luther King Jr. Day — January 19, 2009
Banks and Post Offices are closed on Monday, Jan 19 . The churchth

office will also be closed in observance of Martin Luther King Day.
�

God promises a safe landing but not a calm passage.
�

New Year’s Prayer
Heavenly Father, Christ-followers are

supposed to be the most liberated, grace-
filled people on earth. We're supposed to
have what people want — a message so
powerful it will cause the dead to rise and the blind to see. We're
supposed to have the living God living inside us. We're supposed to
know how to live in the world but not be of it. 

Father, most believers I know don't know. Most are either living
so far out of the world they’re odd or they're of the world. No wonder
Christians have so little impact, so little relevance. Now more than
ever, we need to understand how to live in the world but not be of it.

There is something completely magical about gateways, O God.
It is hardly any wonder that the ancients often regarded them as
pathways to blessing. We too have a sense of their mystery and
intrigue as we begin another year. We are leaving behind one chapter
of our lives and opening another. We are now sensitive to the burdens
we have borne in the previous year—all the illnesses, losses, failures,
mistakes, broken promises, disrupted friendships, and unfulfilled
dreams. But we are also keenly aware of the possibilities that lie
before us— possibilities of new relationships, new growth, new work
to do, new experiences of ourselves. We pray for the strength not to
fail you in the coming year, or to fail ourselves; for when we fail you,
we fail ourselves. Enable us to live passionately and courageously,
deeply energized by the spirit of love and harmony that flow from
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you. Make it easier for us to say the
right words, do the right things, and
construct the right future. Save us from
any temptation to direct our own paths.
Let our faith and our companionship
with Christ give us stability when the
seas around us are rough, and a sense
of gratitude when they are not. Teach
us to serve you in ways that will make
our world more loving and more

spiritual. And let us regard this particular gateway—the beginning of
a new year—as the passageways to a closer and finer relationship
with your spirit. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

�

Financial Peace
The next Financial Peace class begins in February. Want to know
what it’s all about? Check out the preview on Sunday, January 18,
2009 at noon. Class meets Sundays Feb 1-May 2 (no class Easter) @
6:30 pm �

Friendship with oneself is all important, because without it one
cannot be friends with anyone else in the world. --Eleanor Roosevelt

�

Thank You
Thank you so much for your generosity
during Christmas! I so very much
appreciate all the expressions of blessing
and caring! - Pastor Karen

Walk for the Homeless
Greetings dear friends ! I am writing in the HOPE I can persuade

you to join the Good Works community on Saturday January 17th for
our 7th annual WALK FOR THE HOMELESS.
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The purpose of the walk is both to raise funds for the
Good Works Timothy House (the only shelter for the
homeless in 9 southeast Ohio counties) and to educate
our community about harsh situation homeless people
are living with. Through five different walk options, we
intend to create a range of learning experiences for
adults and children of all ages. 

If you are unable to walk but would like to contribute, visit the
Good Works web page and click on MAKE A DONATION or just
send us a gift marked WALK FOR THE HOMELESS to P.O. Box 4/
Athens, Ohio 45701. For more details, visit our WALK web site at
www.walkforthehomeless.net 

Events begin at 8:30 am on Saturday January 17th at the First
United Methodist Church in Athens. Parking is available in the
Athens Parking Garage. – Keith Wasserman

�

Surrender yourself to God. Wish for nothing but one thing: that his
will  be done, that his kingdom come, and that his nature be revealed.
Then all will be well. 

�

Newsletter Articles
Please turn your newsletter articles in to Judy Barber
by January 26. Thanks for helping to make The
Common Line more informative and helpful! If you
are receiving the newsletter and no longer wish to, please email the
church at fumcNelsonville@sbcglobal.net or call the church. If you
joined another church or want to move your membership, please
contact Rev Walters.

The post office has changed all the rules for bulk mail rates by
non-profit organizations and requests each one use a mailing
company to deal with them. We likely will need to stop sending a
newsletter to each one. We’ll email to everyone we have an email
address for, post it on the website, make copies available at church

-10-

and then send via first class to any who simply can’t make it to
church to pick up a copy but want to read the information. Please
contact the office if you fall into this category.

�

Benefit Bank
First UMC is now a site for the Ohio Benefit Bank. That means folks
can make an appointment to come in and find out what state
assistance your family qualifies to receive. It provides all the forms
you need to submit to the state to receive assistance if you qualify.
Programs for which we can provide information include: children’s
health care insurance, home energy assistance, child care assistance,
food stamps, tax assistance. In 2006, Ohio Benefit Bank helped more
than 19,000 families claim more than $20 million in tax credits and
benefits. If you know someone who could benefit from this program,
please have them call the church office. We feel this will be a nice
compliment to the Caring Ministry we’ve been providing for the last
year. �

Notice, we never pray for folks we gossip about, and we never gossip
about the folk for whom we pray! For prayer is a great deterrent. 

�

Now Hiring
The US Census Bureau is now hiring people to
assist with the 2010 census. If you are interested
in working for the regional office, call 866/861-
2010 or go to census.gov. Office staff will be
hired in fall of 2008 through early 2009. Pay is
$8.25-12.50/hour for a clerk. Field staff (those
who go out and collect the data) receive from
$11.50 to 19.50/hour. There are difference
positions with pay amounts that match up with

the skills required.
�

http://www.walkforthehomeless.net
mailto:fumcNelsonville@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com.
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Liturgists
Serving as Liturgist for 9am worship are:
Jan 4 – Erin Brooks
Jan 11 – Merv Davis
Jan 18 – Amy Davis
Jan 25 – Steve Cox
Feb 1 – Micah Covert
Feb 8 – Marianna Holtel
February communion stewards are Mary Ann Sims and Sharon Perry

�

The Bible is a harp with a thousand strings...Play on all of them,
keeping them in their places in the divine scale, and you will hear
heavenly music all the time. 

�

Christmas Blessings
Christmas Blessings were received to the entire congregation from
Donna Cunningham and Ruth Malone! Drop them a note to let them
know you miss them!

�

2008 50 Club
The final listing of those participating in the 2008 50
Club can be found on the bulletin board outside the
sanctuary. Thank you to those who have given so generously!

�

Thank You
Thank you for your gifts to those who have little from the volunteers
and clients of the Nelsonville Food Cupboard.

�

The biggest challenge that any of us will ever have: to really get up
in the morning and say, "OK God, what can I do to help somebody
else today, how can I be a blessing to somebody else?" 
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Kids’ Page
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