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Call to Radical Commitment
This is offered for your

consideration. Prayerfully consider
making this commitment for 2008
– and forever:

Today I am stepping across the
line. I'm tired of waffling, and I'm
finished with wavering. I've made
my choice; the verdict is in; and
my decision is irrevocable. I'm
going God's way. There's no
turning back now!

I will live the rest of my life
serving God's purposes with God's
people on God's planet for God's
glory. I will use my life to
celebrate his presence, cultivate
his character, participate in his
family, demonstrate his love, and
communicate his Word.

Since my past has been
forgiven, and I have a purpose for
living and a home awaiting in
heaven, I refuse to waste any more
time or energy on shallow living,
petty thinking, trivial talking,
thoughtless doing, useless
regretting, hurtful resenting, or
faithless worrying.

Instead I will magnify God,
grow to maturity, serve in
ministry, and fulfill my mission in
the membership of his family.

Because this life is preparation
for the next, I will value worship
over wealth, “we” over “me,”
character over comfort, service
over status, and people over
possessions, position, and
pleasures. I know what matters
most, and I'll give it all I've got. I'll
do the best I can with what I have
for Jesus Christ today.

I won't be captivated by
culture, manipulated by critics,
motivated by praise, frustrated by
problems,  debi l i ta ted by
temptation, or intimidated by the
devil. I'll keep running my race
with my eyes on the goal, not the
sidelines or those running by me. 
When times get tough, and I get
tired, I won't back up, back off,
back down, back out, or backslide.
I'll just keep moving forward by
God's grace. I'm Spirit-led,
purpose-driven and mission-
focused, so I cannot be bought, I
will not be compromised, and I
shall not quit until I finish the
race.

I'm a trophy of God's amazing
grace, so I will be gracious to
everyone, grateful for everyday,
and generous with everything that
God entrusts to me.

To my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, I say: However, whenever,
wherever, and whatever you ask
me to do, my answer in advance is
yes! Wherever you lead and
whatever the cost, I'm ready.
Anytime. Anywhere. Anyway. 

Whatever it takes Lord;
whatever it takes! 

I want to be used by you in
such a way, that on that final day
I'll hear you say, "Well done, thou
good and faithful one. Come on in,
and let the eternal party begin!"

What does this mean?
Today, I affirm this

commitment to God and submit to
his plans and purposes for my life,
no matter what it takes.
____________________________
Signature

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com
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Acolyte Note
Acolytes are on a continual

rotation. New acolytes are added
in the schedule after they have had
formal training. If an acolyte does
not show on their scheduled date,
they must wait until their next
rotation to acolyte; however, if an
acolyte is absent and we need a
substitute, we try to get any
acolyte who missed their regular
scheduled date. The 'beginning'
acolytes are placed with a taller
acolyte so that we can include all
children in the program and
maintain enthusiasm through
participation.

ALSO... If everyone gave us
old Christmas cards, we could use
them to pass out during the
holiday parade. It will save paper
costs and share a beautiful holiday
message. Bring them in – there
will be a box in the acolyte room
to collect the cards.

�

Forgiveness is giving up on the
possibility of a better past.

�

Aftermath of

Christmas

T'was the month after Christmas,
and all through the house 
Nothing would fit me, 
not even a blouse. 

The cookies I'd nibbled, 
the eggnog I'd taste 

At the holiday parties 
had gone to my waist. 

When I got on the scales 
there arose such a number! 
When I walked to the store 
(less a walk than a lumber). 

I'd remember the marvelous 

meals I'd prepared; 
The gravies and sauces 

and beef nicely rared, 
The cakes and the pies, 
the bread and the cheese 
And the way I'd never said, 
"No thank you, please." 

As I dressed myself 
in my husband's old shirt 
And prepared once again 

to do battle with dirt 
I said to myself, 
as I only can - 
"You can't spend a winter
 disguised as a man!" 

So, away with the last 
of the sour cream dip, 

Get rid of the fruit cake, 
every cracker and chip 

Every last bit of food 
that I like must be banished 
Till all the additional ounces 
have vanished. 

I won't have a cookie, 
not even a lick. 

I'll only chew 
on a long celery stick. 

I won't have hot biscuits, 
or corn bread, or pie,
I'll munch on a carrot 
and quietly cry. 

I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, 
and life is a bore ... 

But isn't that 
what January is for? 

Unable to giggle, 
no longer a riot. 
Happy New Year to all 
and to all a good diet!

�

Women’s Retreat
Host:  T-KUP Women's Ministries
Location: Trinity UMC , 105 West

Hunter Street, Logan
When: Fri, January 11, 5:45PM 
Phone: 740-385-4069 
Cost: $20.00 per person 

Erin Campbell of
Water Through the
Word Ministries
of Cincinnati ,
Ohio is our guest
presenter, and we
are absolutely thrilled to be able to
introduce her to you. Erin is a
vibrant and energetic speaker with
a compelling testimony and an
Attitude of Gratitude for what
Jesus has done in her life.  Her
topic for the weekend is How to
B e c o m e  a  W o m a n  o f
Captivating Influence. But what
does that mean?  Why should we
even aspire to it?  Come hear Erin
and  be  cha l lenged  and
encouraged!  You will be blessed
– we guarantee it!

�

If this is to be a Happy New Year, a
year of usefulness, a year in which
we shall live to make this earth
better, it is because God will direct
our pathway. How important then, to
feel our dependence upon Him! 

�

Top Ten Predictions for 2008
1. The Bible will still have all the

answers.
2. Prayer will still work.
3. The Holy Spirit will still move.
4. God will still inhabit the praises

of His people.
5. There will still be God-anointed

preaching.
6. There will still be singing of

praise to God.
7. God will still pour out blessings

upon His people.
8. There will still be room at the

Cross.
9. Jesus will still love you.
10. Jesus will still save the lost.

�
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The Christmas Present
It was the day
after Christmas
at a church in
San Francisco.
The pastor of

the church was looking over the
cradle when he noticed that the
baby Jesus was missing from
among the figures. Immediately he
turned and went outside and saw a
little boy with a red wagon, and in
the wagon was the figure of the
little infant, Jesus.  So he walked
up to the boy and said, "Well,
where did you get Him, my fine
friend?"  

The little boy replied, "I got
him from the church." 

"And why did you take him?"
The boy said, "Well, about a

week before Christmas I prayed to
the little Lord Jesus and I told him
if he would bring me a red wagon
for Christmas I would give him a
ride around the block in it."

�

Financial Opportunity
What is Financial Peace
University?

FPU is the most important
step to changing your financial
future. It is your Total Money
Makeover Program. It takes the
knowledge from God and turns it
into real action in our lives
through a step-by-step process
taught by best-selling author and
financial counselor Dave Ramsey.

FPU i s  a  13 -week
life-changing program that
empowers and teaches you how to

make the right
m o n e y
decisions to
achieve your
f i n a n c i a l

goals and God's plan for your life.
The course includes practical
lessons on eliminating debt,
building wealth, giving like never
before, and much, much more!

Who is Financial Peace
University for?

It's for EVERYONE!...from
the financially secure to the
financially distressed. Over
180,000 families and individuals
have attended Financial Peace
University. 

Applying God's Word
radically changes your life.  On
average, FPU graduates have paid
off over $5,300 in debt and saved
$2,700 during the 91-day
program! 

What Will I Learn?
In this life-changing program

you will learn:
1. Step-by-Step Cash Flow

Planning  
2. Debt Snowball Plan

Technique to Eliminating Debt
3. How to Invest Wisely

�

Planting Hope 
Why is hope such a powerful

concept? In the recent Iowa
caucus, the two winners both gave
speeches in which they talked
about the power of hope to
overcome division and bickering.
It remains to be seen if it's just
empty rhetoric, but it's certainly an
attractive notion. Clearly, an
appeal to hope is a potent idea. 

Sometimes, when everything
around us seems irrevocably
messed up, hope in God's ultimate
love and justice is all we have to
cling to. When we're confronted
with the reality of poverty, the
devastation of disease, the
brokenness  of  our  own

relationships, or a
m yr i a d  o t h e r
things, Christ's
hope becomes all
the more palpable
and helps us to look at those awful
circumstances through a lens of
grace that brings about real
change. 

Share that hope with someone
who’s struggling. And of you’re
struggling, come find out the
source of hope!

�

N-Y

Honor Roll
First – Nine

weeks
M E R I T
HONOR ROLL
9th Grade: Seth Covert
10th Grade: Kelly Cox, James

Holtel 
HONOR ROLL
9th Grade: Nikki Hartman
10th Grade: Mallory Simms

�

Congratulations!
Natalie Susann was born
December 30 at 12:36. She
weighed 7 lb 2 oz. and is 19 inches
long. Mom (Kim) and Natalie are
doing fine. Praise God for this new
life! �

New Year’s Meditation
One of the things I alternately like
and dislike about the beginning of
a new year is the reemphasis on
the passage of time. I like it
because it allows me a moment to
realize we've all been given a new
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start—just as a
new day brings the
possibilities of
d o i n g  r i g h t ,
r e c o n c i l i n g
w r o n g s ,  a n d
walking in faith, a

new year allows us the same
opportunities on a much larger
scale. I don't like the passage of
time because … well, to be
honest, it reminds me that I'll
probably screw it all up again.
Following God and seeking
reconciliation end up being a lot
harder than they seem at first
blush. 

But New Year's Day reminds
me that, by the grace of God, these
things are possible—and that it's
important to trust the God who
will pick me up when I do mess
up next time. I suppose that's part
of the Christian walk: recognizing
your own failures and then being
thankful that God has extended
the grace to cover them. 

�

G o o d

Works
Good Works

Sixth Annual Walk for the
Homeless is Saturday, Jan 19,
8:30 am – 1:00 pm beginning and
ending at Athens First UMC. Each
participant is asked to find
sponsors  to  donate for
participating in the walk. The
funds will support the ministries
of Good Works and raise
awareness for Ohio’s rural
homeless. For more info, call
Cory at 740.594.3339 or check out
www.walkforthehomeless.net 

�

Apportionments
Ever wonder where your

appertainments go? Much of the
money goes to your retired
pastors! 

Did you know that healthcare
is a dramatic and ever increasing
cost of our times? Probably you’ve
noticed it in your own home! We
know that healthcare provisions
are important for all of us. This is
also true for the retired ministers
in our Conference. 

Healthcare expense is also an
increasing part of the West Ohio
Conference Board of Pensions
budget. This year the cost for
retirees is $4.4 million. The 2008
cost is estimated to be $4.9
million. Retirees’ healthcare costs
in 1993 totaled $1,537,633. That
was 1.6% of apportionments.
2007’s $4,962,000 figure is 25%
of apportionments. Conference
Treasurer R. Stanley Sutton
reports that in 2006 health
insurance was the biggest expense
of our annual conference. “We
spent $14.6 million, exceeding our
g i v i n g  t o  C o n f e r e n c e
Benevolences, World Service and
all second mile giving –
combined. 

�

FUMC Shut-ins

and Prayer List
Mary Jane Bateman,
Charles Harris –
H i c k o r y  C r e e k

Continuing Care, 51 East Fourth
Street, The Plains, Ohio 45780

Eileen Burchfield, Florence
Forbes, Verna Lower, Charlotte
Smathers – Logan Health Care,
300 Arlington Drive, Logan, Ohio
43138

Thurman & Alberta Hellyer -
Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave, Apt
226, Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Ray Howe – Crestview Manor,
Eckert Wing, Room 302, 925
Becks Knob Road, Lancaster, Oh
43130

Nellie Haynes – Brown
Memorial, 158 E Mound St,
Circleville, Ohio 43113

Dorothy Colwell, 1658
Connett, Nelsonville 45764

Bill Cox, 908 Lake Hope
Drive, Nelsonville 45764

Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St
Charles St, Nelsonville 45764

Debby Lax, 145 Watkins St,
Nelsonville 45764

Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St,
Nelsonville 45764

Doug Pidcock, 12826 State
Route 691, Nelsonville 45764

Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W
Washington St, Nelsonville

Ronnie Townsend, 187
Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764

Steve Yinger, 3555 Matheney
Road, Nelsonville

Dan Cox, 8561 Victoria
Meadow Lane, Reynoldsburg
43068

Judy Duvall, 1783 Glenmar
Drive, Lancaster 43130

Lucille Goss, 856 Southside
River Road, McConnelsville
43756

Vicki Perkins, POB 223,
Buchtel 45716

Ruth Higgins, 109 Mulberry
Lane, Monacca, PA 15061

Geneva Johnson, 1021
Heatherfield Lane, San Jose, CA
95132

David Lovsey, 4369 Davis
Road, Macon, GA 31217

Janie Ogg, 1675 Dunlawton
Ave #242, Port Orange, FL 32127
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Nicholas Pidcock, 3  PLTrd

Hellrasons, ACO, 2-46IN3576,
Wilson Rd, Fort Knox, KY 40121

�

N u r s e r y

Schedule

Jan 6 – Trisha Dean
Jan 13 – Heather Campbell
Jan 20 – Jill Squires
Jan 27 – Sandy Covert
Feb 3 – Dee Dee Loge
Feb 10 – Trisha Dean
Feb 17 – Heather Campbell
Feb 24 – Jill Squires

�

Liturgist Schedule
Jan 6 – Amy Davis
Jan 13 – Steve Cox
Jan 20 – Micah Covert
Jan 27 – Marianna Holtel
Feb 3 – Erin Brooks
Feb 10 – Merv Davis
Feb 17 – Amy Davis
Feb 24 – Steve Cox

�

A c o l y t e

Schedule
Jan 6 – Josh
Dickerson, Starla
Warren
Jan 13 – Amanda, Angel Smathers
Jan 20 – Seth Kline, Corey Gill
Jan 27 – Brandon Lent, John

Cheeseman
Feb 3 – Derek Arnold, Nick

Hunter
Feb 10 – Ryan Keeney, Tony

D’Andrea
Feb 17 – Nikki Hartman, M Perry,

Emily McCulloch
Feb 24 – Tali Cheeseman, Lexi

Mace, Abby Cuthill

See Ya Here!
If you’re 18-28 and looking for a
class which
will help you
learn how to
balance your
life – family,
work, studies and God – then you
will want to check out our newest
class taught by Jill Squires on
Sundays at 9:30.

�

Youth
The youth meet each Sunday at
4:30 at FUMC and usually go on
an adventure! Details and plans
are made during Sunday School so
come and don’t miss out! 

�

It is not our abilities that show
what we truly are but our choices.

�

Choir Practice
The Chancel Choir rehearses each
Thursday evening at 7:00 pm. Join
the choir for fun, fellowship,
caring - and even some singing!

�

Evangelism Goal
You are challenged to pray for at
least one unchurched person for at
least one minute every day at 1:00
pm. If you cannot possibly pray
for one minute at 1:00 pm, you
may want to choose another time.
The important thing is to pray!

Most of us are uncomfortable
sharing the gospel. We start with a
relationship - a relationship with
God and then a relationship with
an unchurched person. That is,
build a bridge of trust into the
lives of people you know. When
we pray for one person for one
minute at 1:00 (the 1:1:1 plan) we

create space for God to work. God
works through our prayers to
generate holy promptings in us
and in the individual. Please pray
for at least one unchurched person
every day.

�

Acceptance
The current theme for the

United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love
and accept others just as Jesus did.

Newsletter
We are trying to ensure all

information is in the newsletter
and a one line reminder will
appear in the bulletin for church
events. This is a cost-saving
measure. Please make sure you
submit an article about any event
to the newsletter with all the
information you have so we will
all know what’s coming up!

Please turn in your newsletter
articles to Karen Campbell by
January 20. Thanks for helping to
make The Common Line more
informative and helpful! 

�

I have learned to seek my
happiness by limiting my desires
rather than in attempting to satisfy
them. John Mill

�

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio
Legislature passed a bill a few
years ago, prohibiting hospitals
from providing lists of patients to
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a n y o n e
( i n c l u d i n g
pastors). They
no longer call a
pastor when you
are admitted to

the hospital. If you’re admitted to
the hospital, please have a family
member call the pastor (in most
cases, a chaplain will call for you
too). There is no other way for the
pastor to know you are in the
hospital, unless you call. It is
helpful as well to let the pastor
know when you’re released - a trip
to a hospital following your
release takes time away from
helping someone else.

�

Services 
Tapes of our
m o r n i n g
w o r s h i p
services are

available each week. They can be
picked up on the vestibule table or
delivered to shut-ins by Bill &
Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-
1939 to make arrangements or for
more information.

�

H e a l t h  a n d

W h o l e n e s s

Ministry
F U M C  i s
beginning a new

ministry! In the gospels, we find
Jesus working to heal people – not
just their souls – but the whole
person. In an effort to do what
Jesus would do, FUMC is
beginning a health ministry to
address the body part of the
equation.

You are invited to stop by on
Sunday mornings and have your

blood pressure or blood sugar
taken. The R Ns in our
congregation are working together
to provide this ministry. They will
give you a book in which to keep
track of all findings to share with
your physician. They will also
share resources to help you
become more healthy – tips to
lower blood sugar or cholesterol
or blood pressure or even how to
e a t  m o r e
healthy.

They will
also help you
organize your
medications –
create a concise list for you or
even a loved one. They have all
kinds of things to help you begin
the new year more healthy!

Stop by and see what they can
do for you and if you’re a
registered nurse, please talk to
Debbie Cox or Shirley Wilson
about how you can help.

u

Data Form
Please be sure to turn in your Data
Form. We’re trying to build a
database with all the information
we need to keep accurate records
of our parish. Beginning in
January, this database will be used
to generate labels for the
newsletter, birthday lists etc. If
you’ve lost yours, you can find
another one on the information
table behind the sanctuary.

�

Bible Study in the New Year
Want to get a start on one of your
resolutions? In January, we’re
beginning a new Bible study!
We’ll study the 100 most
important stories in the Bible – 50

from the Old
Testament and 50
from the New.
While it’s not
every word of
every book, it is
certainly a good start of getting a
complete over view of the Bible.
This study will help you see
there’s one theme that goes
throughout the entire Bible.
Curious? Class meets at 9:15 on
Sundays. 

�

H o t  D o g

Dinner
FUMC will

host a hot dog dinner at Hocking
College’s Student Union on
Tuesday, Jan 22 @ 4:00. Please
help out if you possibly can. The
last hot dog dinner was a HUGE
success. We’ve timed this one
right before loan checks – when
money will be short and hunger
high. Please help with the
awesome ministry!

�

Sermon Series
2008 will kick off with a sermon
series: A new you in the new year.
Check it out. Better – bring a

friend!
�

Jan 21
PO/Banks closed

Jan 6
with

Communion
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