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Priceless Gift
Gift of service: Warm a cold

heart with a warm blanket.
Price: $35.

Gift of encouragement: Take
flowers to a friend battling
cancer. Price: $50.

Gift of Christ to your next-door
neighbor: Priceless.
Christmas is all about gift

giving – making lists of gifts,
purchasing gifts, wrapping gifts,
giving gifts, and opening gifts.
Probably returning some too. All
of this is because of one priceless
gift given to the human race 2,000
years ago – the gift of God’s Son.
And this gift came about as the
result of God’s unfathomable
mercy and grace. He did not have
to do this. Nothing in us required
it. He decided to be merciful to his
own creation made in his image –
all of us having turned our backs
on him and gone our own way.

Somehow we got fortunate.
It’s definitely not because we’re
cute. There is no merit here –
nothing we deserve. Grace is
getting what you don’t deserve;
mercy is not getting what you do
deserve. We have been given both.
We don’t deserve anything from
God except punishment for our
sins, and what did he do? His
mercy up and cancelled the
punishment so his grace could
give us life. Two priceless gifts.
One awesome God. What can we
do except be filled with gratitude
and mimic his gift giving to the
extent of our creativity and our
resources.

And while we’re at it, let’s
think of a spiritual gift we can
give, too, based on what has been
given to us. Regardless of our
material resources, we all are rich
in spiritual ones. Give this some
thought. Think of your spiritual
gift and how you might turn it into
an intentional present for someone
this Christmas season. Make it
something you can plan and
accomplish as a deliberate act. Put
a bow around it if need be.

Christmas is spiritual, full of
gifts and gift giving. Let’s not
forget to give the gift of Christ to
someone this Christmas. It’s
priceless.

t

Love is what’s in the room at
Christmas if you stop opening
presents and listen. 

t

Circle of Concern
In a residential care facilities:

Florence Forbes, Verna Lower and
Charlotte Smathers - Logan Health
Care, 300 Arlington Dr, Logan

Thurman & Alberta Hellyer -
Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave,
Lancaster

Ray Howe - Crestview Manor,
925 Becks Knob Rd, Lancaster

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com


2 .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .

Betty Johnson, Mary Jane
Bateman, Charles Harris - Hickory
Creek, The Plains

Nellie Haynes - Brown
Memorial, 158 E Mound St,
Circleville 43113

Please hold these folks in your
prayers and send a cheering card.

t

For many of us, sadly, the spirit of
Christmas is "hurry." And yet...the
hour comes when the rushing ends
and...Christmas itself is eternal. 

– Burton Hills
u

Birthdays
Happy Birthday

t o  e v e r y o n e
c e l e b r a t i n g  i n
December! You’ll
find the complete list
in the calendar. Tack

it on your refrigerator so you will
be reminded to wish each one a
happy birthday. 

u

S e e  Y a

Here!
If you’re 18-
2 8  a n d

looking for a class which will help
you learn how to balance your life
– family, work, studies and God –
then you will want to check out
our newest class taught by Jill
Squires on Sundays at 9:30.

u

Youth
The youth meet
each Sunday at
4:30 at Crabtree
F ie l d  (beh ind
Crossroads) for a
game of  f lag
football (you can

come and cheer, chat or watch if
you don’t want to play). We go to
the church for pizza, fellowship
and fun about 6pm so feel free to
come then if you can’t make the
game. u

With light and joy pouring out of
heaven like water pouring out of a
broken dam, the angels began to
shout and sing the message that
baby Jesus had been born. The
world had a Savior! The angels
called it “good news”. And it was!

Larry Libby
u

Choir Practice
The Chancel Choir rehearses each
Thursday evening at 7:00 pm. Join
the choir for fun, fellowship,
caring - and even some singing!

u

Acolytes
T h e  a c o l y t e
s c h e d u l e  f o r
December is:
Dec 2 – Abby

Cuthill, Lindsey Bishop
Dec 9 - Chloe Coy, Bryn

Stapleton
Dec 16 - Cameron Mount, Nathan

Dean
Dec 23 - Connor Bunting, Misty

McClain
Dec 30 - Emma Frazier, Kelly

Cox
This is an important ministry in
worship and we need you to serve.

u

Snowflakes are one of nature’s
most fragile things; but just look
what they can do when they stick
together!  Vesta Kelly

u

Evangelism Goal
You are challenged to pray for at
least one unchurched person for at
least one minute every day at 1:00
pm. If you cannot possibly pray for
one minute at 1:00 pm, you may
want to choose another time. The
important thing is to pray!

Most of us are uncomfortable
sharing the gospel. We start with a
relationship - a relationship with
God and then a relationship with
an unchurched person. That is,
build a bridge of trust into the
lives of people you know. When
we pray for one person for one
minute at 1:00 (the 1:1:1 plan) we
create space for God to work. God
works through our prayers to
generate holy promptings in us
and in the individual. Please pray
for at least one unchurched person
every day.

u

In order to be a realist, you must
believe in miracles. 

u

Liturgists 
Liturgists for December are:
Dec 2 - Amy Davis
Dec 9 - Steve Cox
Dec 16 - Micah Covert
Dec 23 - Marianna Holtel
Dec 30 - Merv Davis
Please plan to lead worship - if
you can’t, please arrange a
substitute.

u

Acceptance
The current theme

for the United Methodist
c h u r c h  i s  “ O p e n
hearts...Open minds...
Open doors”. This reminds us to
love and accept others just as
Jesus did.
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Newsletter
We are trying

to ensure a l l
information is in
the newsletter and

a one line reminder will appear in
the bulletin for church events.
This is a cost-saving measure.
Please make sure you submit an
article about any event to the
newsletter with all the information
you have so we will all know
what’s coming up!

Please turn in your newsletter
articles to Karen Campbell by
December 20. Thanks for helping
to make The Common Line more
informative and helpful! 

u

The root of joy is gratefulness. It
is not joy that makes you grateful;
it is gratitude that gives us joy. 

u

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio
Legislature passed a bill a few
years ago, prohibiting hospitals
from providing lists of patients to
anyone (including pastors). They
no longer call a pastor when you
are admitted to the hospital. If
you’re admitted to the hospital,
please have a family member call
the pastor (in most cases, a
chaplain will call for you too).
There is no other way for the
pastor to know you are in the
hospital, unless you call. It is
helpful as well to let the pastor
know when you’re released - a trip
to a hospital following your
release takes time away from

helping someone
else.

u

C h i l d r e n ’ s
Sunday School
FUMC is studying
Adven t  du r ing
December! Come
find out about Jesus’ coming.

u

Never put a period where God put
a comma. Gracie Allen

u

Tax-Saving Opportunity
On August 17, 2006, President
Bush signed into law new tax
incentives for charitable gifts from
donors who are 70 ½ or older. The
Pension Protection Act of 2006
encourages financial support of
good work done by charitable
organizations across the United
States.

Under the new law, you can
make a lifetime gift using funds
from your individual retirement
account (IRA) without any
undesirable tax effects. Prior to the
new law, you would have to report
any among taken from your IRA
as taxable income. Yu could then
take a charitable deduction for the
gift but only up to 50% of your
adjusted gross income. In effect,
this caused some donors to pay
more in income taxes than they
would have if they hadn’t made a
gif tat all. Fortunately, now these
IRA gifts can be accomplished
simply and wi thout  tax
complications. Plus, you can make
the gift now – while you are living
and able to witness the benefits of
your generosity.

You may contribute funds this
way if:

* You are age 70 ½ or older
* The gift is not more than

$100,00

* You make the gift on or
before Dec 31 of 2007

* You transfer funds directly
from an IRA or Rollover
IRA

* You make the gift to a
charity (like First UMC)

To make a gift of your IRA
(and save some income taxes)
simply contact your IRA custodian
for the forms necessary to transfer
your desired gift amount to the
charitable organization of your
choice.

u
Grace keeps us from worrying
because worry deals with the past
while grace deals with the present
and future. 

u

Christmas Play
Practice for the 2007
Christmas play is
Sundays, 11:30-1:30.
There will be a dress

rehearsal on Dec 22. The
performance is Dec 23 @ 10:30am

u

Nursery Schedule
Serving in December:
Dec 2 - Trisha Dean
Dec 9 - Heather Campbell
Dec 16 - Jill Squires
Dec 23  - Sandy Covert
Dec 30 - Dee Dee Loge

u

Services 
Tapes of our
morning worship services are
available each week. They can be
picked up on the vestibule table or
delivered to shut-ins by Bill &
Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-
1939 to make arrangements or for
more information.
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Financial Peace University
Financial Peace University is a

biblically based accountability
class that teaches you how to
manage resources in a godly
manner. God has given us more
than 800 scriptures showing us
how to handle money His way! 

Debt is all around us. More
than 70% of Americans live
paycheck to paycheck. Over 35
percent of Christian marriages
end in divorce, and money
problems are the number one

cause. Financial
Peace University
has  a  long
h i s t o r y  o f
helping families

successfully confront these
problems head-on.

It empowers you to make the
right financial decisions to achieve
your financial goals, teaching you
to eliminate debt, build wealth,
and give like never before. On
average, families reduce their debt
by $5,300 and save $2,700 in just
91 days.

Financial Peace University
consists of a 13-week video
curriculum taught by financial
expert Dave Ramsey that
inco rp ora t es  smal l -group
discussions to encourage
accountability and discipleship.
Most financial programs are
b o r i n g ,  w i t h  c o n f u s i n g
information and monotonous
instructors. Financial Peace is very
different! It is highly entertaining
for everyone, with a unique
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  h u m o r ,
informative financial advice, and
biblical messages.

Financial Peace University
will begin in January.

u

Advent Bible Study
A c c o r d i n g  t o
widespread Christian
custom,  dur ing
Advent te four
candles of an Advent
wreath are lit one

after another, week by week, until
all four are lit as a sign that th e
“Light of he World” is coming
into the world.

This year, the Advent Wreath
has the theme “Flames for the
Faithful.” 

During Sunday School (9:15
gathering; 9:30 start) we will have
an adult Bible study the examines
the four candles: The Prophesy
Candle; The Bethlehem Candle;
the Shepherds’ Candle; The
Angels’ Candle. 

Even if you don’t usually
come to Sunday
School, this short
(four week) study
will help us (as a
church)  examine
the meaning of
the candles. We
will meet across from the pastor’s
office next to the social room to
make room for everyone. 

The class will be taught by
Rev. Walters and begins
December 2 .nd

u

Flames of the Faithful
Devotional books supporting

the bible study are available on the
table at the entrance of the
sanctuary. There are two books:
one is a daily devotional that takes
you through Advent and a smaller
prayer book with daily prayers.
The prayer book may also be used
at the dinner table to light a family
advent wreath.

u

Sound Techs
We appreciate our sound techs –
they are why we can hear what’s
happening during our services and
produce the tapes for those who
are home-bound. Serving in
December:
Dec 2 - Ben Robey
Dec 9 - James Holtel
Dec 16 - Jacien
Squires
Dec 23 - Ben
Robey
Dec 30 - James
Holtel

u

The Legend of the Candy

Cane
FUMC is building a float for the
Towne Centre Chrsitmas Parade
December 1 @ 11:30 am in the
church parking lot. We need lots
of help putting it together for the
1:30 parade. We also need folks to
ride on the float and walk along
side and pass out candy canes.

u

Van Drivers
FUMC has a van available to pick
up anyone who
c a n n o t
otherwise get to
c h u r c h  -
w h e t h e r
because you’re
h a v i n g  c a r
trouble that day or don’t have one
at your disposal. Call and let us
know if you need a ride! Driving
in Dec:
Dec 2 - Larry Barber
Dec 9 - Merv Davis
Dec 16 - Steve Cox
Dec 23 - Gary Campbell
Dec 30 - Larry Barber

u
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H ealth  and  W holeness

Ministry
FUMC is beginning
a new ministry! In
the gospels, we find
Jesus working to
heal people – not
just their souls – but
the whole person. In

an effort to do what Jesus would
do, FUMC is beginning a health
ministry to address the body part
of the equation.

You are invited to stop by on
Sunday mornings and have your
blood pressure or blood sugar
taken. The R Ns in our
congregation are working together
to provide this ministry. They will
give you a book in which to keep
track of all findings to share with
your physician. They will also
share resources to
help you become
more healthy – tips
to lower blood
s u g a r  o r
cholesterol or blood pressure or
even how to eat more healthy.

They will also help you
organize your medications –
create a concise list for you or
even a loved one. They have all
kinds of things to help you begin
the new year more healthy!

Stop by and see what they can
do for you and if you’re a
registered nurse, please talk to
Debbie Cox or Shirley Wilson
about how you can help.

u

Help Them

Call Home
Got an old
cell phone?
Want to make

a difference? It’s so easy!

Your old cell phone will get
free calling minutes for a US
service person in Iraq to talk with
family at home. Your old cell
phone will get a 250 minute
calling card to a service person.
You can also give $40 to donate
1200 minutes (any size donation is
accepted – a few $5 donations add
up quickly!)

You can bring your phone
and/or donation to FUMC or
d o n a t e  o n - l i n e  a t
HelpThemCallHome.org.

This is an opportunity to get
rid of that old cell phone and make
a soldier a little less lonely and all
at little or no cost to you.

u

Food Donation Bags
In the Spirit of Christ, our

congregation (with coordination
by our youth) is sharing with
others. At the church doors, the
youth will distribute thanksgiving
food bags. Please fill the bag with
packaged foods and return to the
church. The food will go to needy
families in Nelsonville.

Most needed/best
foods to donate:
macaroni and cheese,
spaghetti, peanut
butter, cereal, tuna,
vegetables, soups,
fruits.

u
Coincidence is when God chooses
to remain anonymous.

u

Data Form
Please be sure to turn in your Data
Form. We’re trying to build a
database with all the information
we need to keep accurate records
of our parish. Beginning in
January, this database will be used
to generate labels for the

newsletter, birthday lists etc. If
you’ve lost yours, you can find
another one on the information
table behind the sanctuary.

u

Acolyte News
The acolytes are having a

Christmas party!
Tim Maiden will
be the guest
speake r  wi th
prizes and gifts.
The party is after
church (with play
practice to follow
the party) on December 9. Please
plan to attend!

u

Reaching Out Dinner
The Reaching Out Team

(spear- headed by Aaron and
Donna Cunningham) is hosting a
dinner for both singles and couples
who are 50 and
under (with child
care available).
We’ll get together
and enjoy some
fellowship and
Christmas cheer, work on meeting
the needs of this age group and
increasing our outreach. Please
register for this event (so we have
enough food!). 

u

Parents’ Night Out
In an effort to reach out to young
families, FUMC is hosting a
Parents’ Night Out. This is a time
for parents to have dinner together,
maybe do a bit of Christmas
shopping - whatever they need.
We need some volunteers to help
with the kids and to get the word
out  about  th is  exci t ing
opportunity. More details will
follow. If you can help with this
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event, please contact Rev.
Walters. The event is Dec 14.

u

Bible Study in the New Year
Want to get a start on one of your
resolutions? In January, we’re
beginning a new Bible study!
We’ll study the 100 most
important stories in the Bible – 50
from the Old Testament and 50
from the New. While it’s not
every word of every book, it is
certainly a good start of getting a
complete over view of the Bible.
This study will help you see
there’s one theme that goes

throughout the
ent i re  Bib le .
Curious?  We
need to order
books for this
study so please
register if you can

participate.
u

Queen Esther
The Queen Esther Class will hold
their annual Christmas party on
Tuesday, December 4  at 5:00th

pm. If you can join in the fun,
please be sure you let them know.
A gift exchange will be held.

u

Christmas Eve
The Christmas Eve service will
combine communion and lots of
Christmas music. It’s a candlelight
service. Please begin to pray about
who you can invite to this service
to share the wonder of Christ’s
birth. u

FUMC Mission
The community of FUMC seeks
to connect to God and each other,
creating communion, building
character to be able to commission
disciples into the Nelsonville
community.

Concerned members of the
FUMC community met together to
pray and consider the mission of
our church. We talked about our
core values and the kind of church
God’s calling us to be to reach our
community.

Certain words seemed to pop
up as we talked:
Community - fellowship and

hospitality pull a Christian
community together – love
permeates all

Connection - passionate worship
connects us to God and fuels
action

Commission -  equipped
passionate people are sent on
mission for God, remembering
people matter most

Character - discipleship builds our
character and equips us for
Kingdom life.
We made a few decisions - We

are moving to a team model of
operation. This means rather than
committees which sit around and
talk about things, we’re creating
teams which have a common goal.
They’re action centered. Each
month teams will meet to work on
meeting goals. Following team
meetings, there will be a council
meeting which focuses on the
future and how we meet our goals
as a church (rather than discussing
what we have done, time will be
spent coordinating team activity).

We worked on and agreed to a
Vision statement – this is what we
picture our church becoming over
the next few years:
FUMC will enrich and nurture
our community through God’s
Word in an atmosphere of love
and acceptance.

The mission statement agreed
to following much discussion:

Our mission is to
m a k e  G o d -
centered disciples,
r e a c h i n g  t h e
community with
love, faith and
hope.

The group then brainstormed
on how we can live that out.
Watch in the coming weeks for
more news (Parents’ Night Out
and the Dec 7 Dinner are two of
the events planned. Each one is
asked to wear a name tag on
Sundays to help us get to know
each other as well as to be able to
call guests by name - and they can
call us by name - when they are
with us.) On how you can join a
team and help FUMC live out its
mission! u

Advent Tea
In the spirit of the season of

Advent, the ladies of the
Nelsonville Wesleyan Church
e x t e n d  a n
invi tat ion for
fellowship, sharing
and giving at the
t h i r d  a n n u a l
Advent Tea.  This
event will be held in the
fellowship hall on Sunday,
December 2, 2007 at 2:00 p.m.
Please bring a dozen of your
favorite cookies to share.  Drinks
will be provided.  Ladies of all
ages are encouraged to attend.

u

50-50 Club
There’s still time to be a

member of the 50-50 club. A one-
time gift of $50 is all it takes. If
each member gives $50 over and
above of their regular giving,
apportionments can be paid in full.

u
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