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Gold Amidst the Glitter
In the little town of Bethlehem, the most

important birth in all of human history took
place on what we now consider the first
Christmas. It was sparsely attended by some
bleating farm animals and a handful of
shepherds who wouldn’t have been there had
not the sky lit up with a multitude of heavenly
hosts only minutes before, praising God and
inviting the shepherds to the stable. What an
invitation! With the exception of that outburst, however, no one else
knew. Oh yes, there were some astrologers from the East who figured
out what was going on by studying the stars and some ancient
manuscripts, but they didn’t make it to town until at least a year or
two later when the baby was a child. Why such an uneventful
welcome for such an auspicious event?

It’s God’s way. He’s always been quiet about his work on earth.
“How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift was given/So God
imparts to human hearts, the blessings of his heaven.” He’s even
pretty quiet about the way he works in our lives. Silently, he came
into the world; silently, he comes into our hearts. No fanfare. No
welcoming committee. God has never been into self-promotion. He
lets his work speak for itself.

And that would be you and me. Believers are the result of Christ’s
coming. It is all about good news and glad tidings for all people. A
Savior has been born and he has been born for us. Or as the angel
announced it: “The Savior -- yes, the Messiah, the Lord -- has been
born tonight in Bethlehem, the city of David!” (Luke 2:11)

It occurs to me there are two ways to take all the fanfare and
glitter of this season. We can see it as the over-commercialism of
Christmas, or we can take all the lights, and gifts, and decorations,
and parties, and bells, and carols, and Christmas specials on TV --
even Santa and reindeer in the front yard -- and bank them all as
celebrations of the birth of Christ. We can even take the conversion
of old Scrooge as the joy of new life and forgiveness of sins.
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There’s no law against sanctifying the secularization of Christmas
in your own heart and mind. It’s what we make of these things that
count, anyway. Every single light can represent another soul secured
in eternity as the result of what Christ has accomplished.

There was no room available for the Son of God when he came
the first time. Let’s make sure there’s room in our hearts this
Christmas, and don’t let anyone take away what is good about the
glad tidings of Christ’s birth!

i

Nursery Volunteers
Thank you for your service in the nursery

during the 9am service! Your monthly service
allows our mothers to be able to worship knowing
their child is well cared for! If you’re willing to
volunteer for 2009, please contact the church at
753-1939 or talk to Jill Squires.
Dec 7 – Heather Campbell
Dec 14 – Dee Dee Loge
Dec 21 – Trisha Dean
Dec 28 – Sandy Covert

i

This is Christmas: not the tinsel, not the giving and receiving, not
even the carols, but the humble heart that receives anew the
wondrous gift, the Christ.  -Frank McKibben

i

Evangelism Goal
Everyone at FUMC is challenged to pray for at least one unchurched
person for at least one minute every day at 1:00 pm. If you cannot
possibly pray for one minute at 1:00 pm, you may want to choose
another time. The important thing is to pray! After you’ve prayed for
a person for a few weeks, consider inviting them to worship with you
during this Christmas season.
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Newsletter Articles
Please turn your newsletter articles in to Judy Barber by December
23. Thanks for helping to make The Common Line more informative
and helpful! If you are receiving the newsletter and no longer wish to,
please email the church at fumcNelsonville@sbcglobal.net or call the
church. If you joined another church or want to move your
membership, please contact Rev Walters.

i

God is so big he can cover the whole world with his Love and small
enough he can curl up inside your heart. 

i -June Bacher

FUMC Shut-ins
Charles Harris –  Hickory Creek Continuing

Care, 51 East Fourth Street, The Plains, Ohio 45780
Eileen Burchfield, Florence Forbes, Charlotte

Smathers – Logan Health Care, 300 Arlington
Drive, Logan, 43138

Alberta Hellyer - Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave,
Apt 226, Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Nellie Haynes – Brown Memorial, 158 E Mound St, Circleville,
Ohio 43113

Dorothy Colwell, 1658 Connett, Nelsonville 45764
Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St Charles St, Nelsonville 45764
Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St, Nelsonville 45764
Nyoka Kennedy, 15530 SR 691, Nelsonville 
Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W Washington St, Nelsonville
Ronnie Townsend, 187 Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764
Dan Cox, 8561 Victoria Meadow Lane, Reynoldsburg 43068
Lucille Goss, 856 Southside River Road, McConnelsville 43756
Gilbert Stalder, 1729 Horsechestnut Court, Trinity, FL 34655
Ruth Higgins, 109 Mulberry Lane, Monacca, PA 15061
Geneva Johnson, 1021 Heatherfield Lane, San Jose, CA 95132
David Lovsey, 4369 Davis Road, Macon, GA 31217

mailto:fumcNelsonville@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com.
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Acceptance
The current theme for the United Methodist church is “Open

hearts...Open minds... Open doors”. This reminds us to love and
accept others just as Jesus did.

i

With light and joy pouring out of Heaven like water through a broken
dam, [the angels] began to shout and sing the message that baby
Jesus had been born. The world had a Savior! The angels called it
"Good News," and it was. Larry Libby

i

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio Legislature
passed a bill a few years ago, prohibiting hospitals
from providing lists of patients to anyone (including pastors). They
no longer call a pastor when you are admitted to the hospital. If
you’re admitted to the hospital, please have a family member call the
pastor (in most cases, a chaplain will call for you too). There is no
other way for the pastor to know you are in the hospital, unless you
call. It is helpful as well to let the pastor know when you’re released -
a trip to a hospital following your release takes time away from
helping someone else. If you go to a rehab center, the pastor will not
know unless you call Rev Walters and let her know.

If you’d like the pastor to make a call (to your home), please mark
the attendance pad or call the office to schedule.

i

Acolytes
Serving as acolytes during December are:
Dec 7 – Seth & Caleb Covert
Dec 14 – Tali & Dillon Cheeseman
Dec 21 – Zach Bateman & Nathan Dean
Dec 28 – Chloe Coy & Corrine Campbell

i
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Love is what’s in the room with you on Christmas if you stop opening
presents and listen. 

i

Services for Shut-ins 
Tapes of our morning worship services are
available each week. They can be picked up on the
vestibule table or delivered to shut-ins by Bill &
Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-1939 to make
arrangements or for more information.

i

Greeters and Technicians
We need greeters and technicians for our new 11:00 service. If you
can possibly help with either of these, please call Judy at the church
and let her know. We’ll need technicians to manage DVDs and the
powerpoint slides. We expect lots of new folks to attend the new
service so we’ll need lots of friendly people to greet them!

i

Kind words can be short and easy to speak but their echoes are truly
endless. Mother Teresa

i

Children’s Christmas Program
The children will present their Christmas Pageant
during the 9:00 am service on December 14.
There’s a rehearsal/pizza party on Friday,
December 12. Be sure to come see what the kids
have been doing! 

i
Birthdays

Happy Birthday to everyone celebrating in December! You’ll find
the complete list in the calendar. Tack it on your refrigerator so you
will be reminded to wish each one a happy birthday. 
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Worry is as useless as a handle on a snowball. 
i

Van Drivers
If you need a ride to worship – car’s not working, snow is flying –
call the church by Thursday at 2:00 and we’ll schedule the van to
come get you! If you’re willing to become a van
driver, let us know. Driving in December are: 
Dec 7 – Gary Campbell
Dec 14 – Merv Davis
Dec 21 – Steve Cox
Dec 28 – Merv Davis

i

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in helping a soldier be a bit less lonely? Check out

www.mysoldier.com and make a difference in someone’s life.
Please pick up a copy of Tom & Marge Riley’s grandson’s

address and send a card: GySgt Riley, MJ 1st PLT, TASK FORCE
MP's, 1st BN, 12th MAR, D Company, Unit 
44121, FPO, AP 96607-4121

i

Snowflakes are one of nature’s most fragile
things, but just look what they can do when they
stick together! – Vesta Kelly

i

Bring a Friend
Bring a friend to Sunday School and worship! This is an exciting time
at First – be sure to share it with your friends!  We have an early
worship service for those who have a full and busy day and need to
get an early start and we have a late service for those who love a
leisurely Sunday with Sunday School in the middle – join us at 9, 10
or 11!
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Sound Technicians
Serving in worship so we can hear what’s going on this month are:
Dec 7 – Ben Robey
Dec 14 – James Holtel
Dec 21 – Jacien Squires
Dec 28 – Ben Robey

i

Never grow a wishbone where your backbone ought to be! 
i

Liturgists
Thank you to those who lead worship each week!
Dec 7 – Amy Davis
Dec 14 – Steve Cox
Dec 21 – Micah Covert
Dec 28 – Marianna Holtel

i

Greeters
Dec 7 – Shirley Fink
Dec 14 – Heather Campbell
Dec 21 – The Campbell Family
Dec 28 – Amy McCulloch

i

And in the end, it’s not the years in your life that
counts. It’s the life in your years – Abraham Lincoln

i
Bible Study

Please look at the enclosed Bible Study sheet and
prayerfully consider joining a Bible Study to start
2009 off right – growing closer to God. Fill in the
form and drop it in the offering plate or in the office.

i

http://www.mysoldier.com
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‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
On Sunday, December 14 , the children’sth

Sunday School class will be performing a
Christmas Pageant called ‘Twas the Night
Before Christmas. Please come and enjoy this
play that reminds us of the true reason for
Christmas.

Practice for the program will be Friday,
December 12, 6-8pm. We’ll have a pizza party
to celebrate!

i

The impossible is often the untried. –Jeff Goodwin
i

Advent Series
During the 9am service, we’ll have a series of
sermons...
Nov 30 – Let Us Go to Bethlehem and Find the Faith

of Christmas – Luke 2:15-21
Dec 7 – Let Us Go to Bethlehem and Find the

Promise of Christmas – Matthew 1:18-25
Dec 14 – Let Us Go to Bethlehem and Find the Peace of Christmas

– Luke 2:8-20
Dec 21 – Let Us Go to Bethlehem and Find the Christ of Christmas

– Luke 2:1-14

During the 11:00 am service, we’re looking at songs as the basis for
the sermon series....
Nov 30 – Santa Claus Is Coming to Town
Dec 7 – Blue Christmas
Dec 14 – This Little Light of Mine
Dec 21 – Mary’s Song
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Christmas Eve Service
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24, at 8 pm –
early enough for children, late enough to stop by after
dinner and presents at Grandma’s house! We’ll sing
carols, light candles and share communion. Please
plan to bring your entire family to our service – it will
be traditional enough to suit those of any

denomination. See you Christmas Eve!
i

Christmas Caroling
The children are hosting a Christmas
Caroling Party on Monday, December
22  @ 6pm. We’ll go caroling, watch thend

Christmas story, have some hot chocolate
and cookies. 

i

Christmas Giving Tree
The youth are hosting a Christmas Giving Tree for Good Works.
You’ll find the tree right outside the sanctuary with gift needs on
cards. Pick a card and purchase a gift for someone who’s very needy
this Christmas. See Debbie Cox for additional details.

i

Advent Wreath
We traditionally light the Advent Wreath each week during Advent
to mark or count down the time to celebrate Jesus’ coming. Lighting
the Advent Wreath this year are:
Nov 30 – The Dave Loge Family
Dec 7 – The Duane Covert Family
Dec 14 – The Eric Brooks Family
Dec 21 – The Dick Covert Family
Dec 24 – The Steve Cox Family
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Office Hours
The office hours are Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm.
During the holiday season, due to decreased need,
we’ll be closed a few extra days (check the
calendar for exact days). It is our policy to close
the office if school is closed (we want Judy to be safe!) and she has
the option of coming in late when school is delayed. So in general
terms, the school schedule is our schedule :)

i
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