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The “God-Chip” Empowerment
“I pray that from his glorious, unlimited

resources he will give you mighty inner strength
through his Holy Spirit.” Ephesians 3:16 

*** *** *** ***
God empowers you to successfully do

everything he asks to do. He gives you abilities to use in service to
others, and he transforms you inwardly with a growing desire to serve
others. 

The Holy Spirit within gives you the ability to tune into God, to
hear him, to listen to him – and to talk with him.  Please hear this:
he didn’t create you for failure; he created you to succeed with the
Holy Spirit energizing your abilities and empowering your efforts. 
Perhaps you’ve noticed the small stickers on many computers that
say, “Powered by [‘this-brand-of’ chip].” In a sense, you have the
“God-chip” powering your life as a follower of Christ; you are
empowered by the one and only, Holy God, who’s placed his Holy
Spirit within you.

God designed you to succeed, but only when you’re dependent
upon him. Without him, you simply will not succeed in the things
God calls important and calls you to do. With him, you’re guaranteed
to succeed in all he’s called you to complete.

What does this mean?
A Trust God and succeed – In order to succeed at your God-
mission, you need to trust God; in other words, believe in faith
that he will empower you to succeed. Tell God your fears and ask
him to replace them with faith. 
A Inner strength comes from God – “I pray that from his
glorious, unlimited resources he will give you mighty inner
strength through his Holy Spirit.” (Ephesians 3:16)

]

A Christian should always remember that the value of his good works
is not based on their number and excellence, but on the love of God
which prompts him to do these things.  John of the Cross

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com
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Baby Bottle Boomerang
Will you help make a difference in the lives of

those who need help? By participating in the Baby
Bottle Boomerang, you will enable the Pregnancy
Resource Center (a satellite can be found in
Nelsonville now!) Continue to minister. 

The Baby Bottle Fundraiser is simple – pick up a
baby bottle at the Welcome Center on April 6 . Place coins, bills orth

a check inside and return it April 13 . That’s it! Funds provide babyth

diapers, pregnancy tests so women can find out if they’re expecting,
baby clothes, etc. 

If you know someone who needs to talk to someone (either
because they are or may be pregnant or have had an abortion) the
Nelsonville Pregnancy Resource Center is available Mondays 12-2pm
or the 4  Saturday of the month 10-2pm. th

If you’re willing to volunteer at the Center (check people in, etc)
training is available April 7-11, 5:30-9pm at New Life Assembly of
God in Athens. (Details on bulletin board)

]

If a man is a man and God is God, to live without prayer is not
merely an awful thing, it’s an infinitely foolish thing. Phillips Brooks

]

John W Clem Recovery House
The Clem House opened in December 2007 and

provides residential recovery services to male
alcoholics and drug addicts over the age of 18. Most
stay 3-6 months. In 2007, 60 men received services. This article is to
inform you of the resource in the community (8044 Dairy Lane,
Athens, 593-3797) and to let you know there’s a huge mission need.
Food is needed to help feed the men (currently, there’s enough money
to provide one meal a day). Part of the program is learning to cook
and serve each other so groceries is what’s needed. 

]
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Queen Esther
The Queen Esther class will have a spaghetti supper on April 1 .st

Spaghetti, salad and dessert will be provided by Shirley Fink and
Joann Cox. Please remember this fellowship event. 

]

Our old history ends with the cross; our new history begins with the
resurrection. Watchman Nee

]
Church Camp

Church Camp info is here! If your child or youth is interested in
church camp, please check out the poster with all the information on
the bulletin board. 

]
The Christian faith is meant to be lived moment by moment. It isn't
some broad, general outline – it's a long walk with a real Person.
Details count:  passing thoughts, small sacrifices, a few encouraging
words, little acts of kindness, brief victories over nagging sins.

Joni Eareckson Tada
]

Thank You!
I want to thank my church family for the

outpouring of love and appreciation I have been
receiving on my retirement. Thank you all for making
this time very special for me and my family. 

Lunch with the church family and your church
gift were very special and appreciated. I really
expected to just quietly quit going to the church
daily, but these last few weeks have been full of surprises – your
gifts, cards, notes and calls. Thank you. 

Fondly, Karen
]

General Conference
Every four years, United Methodists from around the world

gather for holy conferencing – General Conference. This is the only
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group legally permitted to speak for the United Methodist Church.
Each four years, they make changes to the Discipline by which we
live as United Methodists. General Conference meets this year in Ft
Worth April 23 - May 2. Please be in prayer for delegates that they’ll
hear and follow God’s leading. If you want to follow what happens
go to www.gc2008.umc.org.

]
Until the will and affections are brought under the authority of
Christ, we have not begun to understand, let alone accept, His
lordship.  –Elisabeth Elliot

]
Evangelism Goal
Everyone at FUMC is challenged to pray for at least one unchurched
person for at least one minute every day at 1:00 pm. If you cannot
possibly pray for one minute at 1:00 pm, you may want to choose
another time. The important thing is to pray!

]
Liturgists 
April 6  Steve Cox –

April 13 – Micah Covert
April 20  - Marianna Holtelth

April 27  - Erin Brooksth

May 4   – Merve Davisth

Thanks for your service!
]

Nursery Schedule
April 6 – Sandy Covert
April 13 – Dee Dee Loge
April 20  – Trisha Dean  

April 27  – Heather Campbell 

Thank you for serving!

Justice demands we seek and find the stranger, the broken, the
prisoner, and comfort them and offer them our help.  Here lies the
holy compassion of God.
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Van Drivers
April 6 - Merv Davis
April 13 - Steve Cox
April 20 - Larry Barber
April 27 - Gary Campbell

]

Sound Techs
April 6 - James Holtel
April 13 - Jacien Squires
April 20 - Ben Robey
April 27 - James Holtel
Thank you for your faithfulness!

]
Acolyte Schedule
April 6 – Corrine Campbell, Sydney Fick, Malloy Simms
April 13 – Stara Warren, Kylie Yinger
April 20  – Zach Strickland, Patrick Norwayth

April 27 – Caleb Cover, Daniel Kline
May 4 – Abby Cuthill, Lindsey Bishop
May 11 – Chloe Coy, Byron Stapleton
Thank you for your service!

]

Love is a gift! Not a reward for service! Jack Winter
]

Newsletter Articles
Please turn in your newsletter articles by April 25. Thanks for helping
to make The Common Line more informative and helpful! If you are
receiving the newsletter and no longer wish to, please email Rev
Walters at kwalters@woh.rr.com. If you joined another church or
want to move your membership, please contact Rev Walters.

]

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com.
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I love the recklessness of faith! First you leap and then you grow
wings. William Sloan Coffin

]

National Day of Prayer
The National Day of Prayer is May 1 . This yearst

the Nelsonville Ministerial Association is hosting
an event. All are invited to meet at a church of
their choice and ride a van up to the cross. There
we’ll share prayers for our churches, for reaching
out into our community. We’ll walk (or ride) to
the square where we’ll gather around the fountain
and pray for our nation and our community. We’ll
gather at the cross at 11:30 and at the fountain at noon. If it’s raining,
the event will be moved to FUMC. More details will follow. Begin
to pray for this event now that it will be a witness to our community.

]

It’s never too late to start doing what’s right. Charles Swindoll
]

FUMC Shut-ins
Charles Harris –  Hickory Creek Continuing Care, 51 East Fourth

Street, The Plains, Ohio 45780
Eileen Burchfield, Florence Forbes, Verna Lower, Charlotte

Smathers – Logan Health Care, 300 Arlington Drive, Logan, Ohio
43138

Alberta Hellyer - Reflections, 2750 W Fair Ave, Apt 226,
Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Nellie Haynes – Brown Memorial, 158 E Mound St, Circleville,
Ohio 43113

Dorothy Colwell, 1658 Connett, Nelsonville 45764
Shirley Howard, 103 ½ St Charles St, Nelsonville 45764
Chuck Mohney, 96 Mill St, Nelsonville 45764
Clara Mae Pitts, 504 W Washington St, Nelsonville
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Ronnie Townsend, 187 Watkins St, Nelsonville 45764
Dan Cox, 8561 Victoria Meadow Lane, Reynoldsburg 43068
Lucille Goss, 856 Southside River Road, McConnelsville 43756
Ruth Higgins, 109 Mulberry Lane, Monacca, PA 15061
Geneva Johnson, 1021 Heatherfield Lane, San Jose, CA 95132
David Lovsey, 4369 Davis Road, Macon, GA 31217
Janie Ogg, 1675 Dunlawton Ave #242, Port Orange, FL 32127

]

The way to overcome shyness is to become so wrapped up in
something, you forget to be afraid. Lady Bird Johnson

]
See Ya Here!
If you’re 18-28 and looking for a class which
will help you learn how to balance your life –
family, work, studies and God – then you will
want to check out our newest class taught by Jill
Squires on Sundays at 9:30. 

]

Youth
The youth class meets each Sunday at 4:30 at
FUMC and usually go on an adventure! Details
and plans are made during Sunday School so
come and don’t miss out! 

]
If you keep doing what you’ve always done, you’ll keep getting what
you’ve always gotten! 

]
Acolyte Party - Practice
Sunday, April 6, 2008 after Church

Fellowship Spring Fiesta!
Special Speaker:  Dan Frazier
Catering by Subway & Karen Campbell
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Sunday, April 27, After Church
Spring blessings!
Special Speaker: Andy Barber
Catered Luncheon

]

Acolyte/FUMC Music CD & CD Cover Design Contest
The acolytes are sponsoring the creation of a music CD compiled

of FUMC singers/musicians. Anyone who would like to perform on
the CD should contact Gina D'Andrea, Acolyte Coordinator.  Once
compiled, the FUMC (Christian) Music CD will be sold for $5 as a
fundraising activity for the acolyte youth ministry for the purchase of
new robes. We are also having a CD cover design contest open to all
acolytes and children of FUMC (elementary through high school).
Please submit your CD cover design entries in the acolyte room!

]

Acceptance
The current theme for the United Methodist church is “Open

hearts...Open minds... Open doors”. This reminds us to love and
accept others just as Jesus did.

]

If you’re all wrapped up in yourself, you’re overdressed. 
]

Children’s Sunday School
The topics for Sunday School

in April and May are below. Come
and join us! 

April 6th-celebrating the eucharist with Pastor Karen (we will be
using the bread we made the week before in church for communion)

April 13th-The symbol of the cross lesson - making our own
crosses

April 20th-Passover lesson
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April 27th-Ten Commandments
May 4th-What would you do?  What Would Jesus Do?
May11th-Mothers Day Breakfast-Served and hosted by Sunday

School During Sunday School time 9:15-10:15 – Eggstrada casserole,
fruit, muffins, coffee and juice

May 18th-Planting the seeds of Christ/Plant your own flower
]

Aaron Cunningham Updates
We’ve been praying for Aaron for a few weeks now – and please
don’t stop. Many folks ask daily about updates - a testament to how
loved Aaron is! He has stage IV pancreatic cancer. There is a
CaringBridge site for anyone who is interested in keeping up with his
progress. Go to www.caringbridge.org and sign into the web site by
using his name, Aaron Cunningham except that you have to use all
lower case, all one word (aaroncunningham).  Thanks for you prayers
and concern! This allows everyone to check on updates whenever
they are praying.

]

Help the Pastor
As you probably know, the Ohio Legislature passed a bill a few years
ago, prohibiting hospitals from providing lists of patients to anyone
(including pastors). They no longer call a pastor when you are
admitted to the hospital. If you’re admitted to the hospital, please
have a family member call the pastor (in most cases, a chaplain will
call for you too). There is no other way for the pastor to know you are
in the hospital, unless you call. It is helpful as well to let the pastor
know when you’re released - a trip to a hospital following your
release takes time away from helping someone else.

]

Services 
Tapes of our morning worship services are available each week. They
can be picked up on the vestibule table or delivered to shut-ins by Bill
& Joan Cox. Call the office at 753-1939 to make arrangements or for
more information.

http://www.caringbridge.org/
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Health and Wholeness Ministry
FUMC is has a new ministry! In the gospels, we find
Jesus working to heal people – not just their souls –
but the whole person. In an effort to do what Jesus
would do, FUMC is beginning a health ministry to
address the body part of the equation.

You are invited to stop by on Sunday mornings and have your
blood pressure or blood sugar taken. The R Ns in our congregation
are working together to provide this ministry. They will give you a
book in which to keep track of all findings to share with your
physician. They will also share resources to help you become more
healthy – tips to lower blood sugar or cholesterol or blood pressure
or even how to eat more healthy.

They will also help you organize your
medications – create a concise list for you or even
a loved one. They have all kinds of things to help
you begin the new year more healthy!

Stop by and see what they can do for you and
if you’re a registered nurse, please talk to Debbie
Cox or Shirley Wilson about how you can help.

]
We probably wouldn’t worry so much about what people think of us
if we knew how much they seldom do. 

]

Scholarship
Athens First Presbyterian Church announces the availability of the
James and Martha Bratton Scholarship which is awarded to a student
attending college or technical school. The amount varies but is no
more than $2000. Applicants need to be a member of a Christian
church in Athens County (i.e., members of FUMC qualify). See
Pastor Karen for an application.
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